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No Substitute 

For the Christian there can be no substitute for 
the daily reading of the Bible, and prayer. The 
Devil will settle for a compromise if we will read 


good books about the Bible rather than the Bible 
itself. He will try to manoeuvre us into a position 


where we feel we do not have time to pray. It is a 


personal issue with him and one we must watch 
daily. 
Whether we are in the pulpit or in the pew 
this source of spiritual strength must be tapped 
daily or we begin to lose power. There is no more 
tragic spectacle in the world than seeing a man 
attempting to do spiritual work in the strength of 
the flesh. If we are honest with ourselves we must 
admit that most of us have been, at some time, 
guilty of such folly. For spiritual food there is no 
substitute. —L.N.B. 


Are Denominations The Scandal 
Of Christianity? 


The thesis of Dr. Peter Ainslie’s The Scandal 
Of Christianity was that denominations, as we 
have them in Christendom, constitute a scandal to 
the cause of Christ. He had many uncomplimen- 
tary things to say about denominations. We un- 
hesitatingly admit that it is possible to find some 
features incident to the existence of denomina- 
tions which are deplorable. Church history records 
the weaknesses resulting from the imperfect func- 
tioning of denominational life. We offer no brief 
for these things. 


Modern denominationalism is usually traced 
from the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 to the 
present time. It is interesting to note that Chris- 
tianity had its greatest growth during this era. We 
may compare this era with the period from the 
birth of Christ to the end of the Apostolic Age, 
or from the Apostolic Age to the conversion of 
Constantine (312) or from the conversion of Con- 
stantine to the founding of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire by Charlemagne (800), or from the corona- 
tion of Charlemagne to the outbreak of the Pro- 
testant Reformation (1517), or from the begin- 
ning of the Protestant Reformation to the Peace 
of Westphalia, and this last era will compare most 
favorably with the former epochs of church his- 


tory when there were no denominations. Under 

the era of denominationalism we have witnessed 

the spread of democratic principles, the increase 

of popular education, the emergence of industrial 

civilization and many missionary movements pro- 

— the evangelical doctrines of the Christian 
aith. 


Denominations are predicated upon the fact 
that each individual possesses the right to inter- 
‘pret the teachings of the Bible and to affiliate with 
those who accept like interpretations in order that 
these views may be maintained as a body and ag- 
gressively propagated. Today the United States 
Census Bureau officially reports two hundred and 
fifty-six different denominations. We freely admit 
that we believe this number to be unwarranted, 
but strenuously maintain that it is far better to 
have this number or a thousand more in addition 
than to be deprived of religious freedom and be 
forced into a sort of ecclesiastical amalgamation 
with an ambitious hierarchy to dictate the creed 
and policies of this super-organization. The exist- 
ence of denominations has made it possible for 
Christians to express themselves in worship, in 
creed and in conduct as conscience directs. This 
liberty has been bought at a tremendous price, 
but it is worth the cost. Because we esteem this 
liberty so highly we repudiate the contention of 
the Roman Catholic Church and Protestant agi- 
tators of organic union that there should be ex- 
ternal control and standardization of Christian 
people. We must reject absolutism wherever found. 


It is to be remembered that the word “denomi- 
nation” merely means “name.” It signifies a de- 
votion to the beliefs and policies of a Christian 
group which undertakes to give its distinct inter- 
pretation of Christianity and endeavors to pro- 
pagate this interpretation. Instead of the exist- 
ence of denominations impeding the progress 0 
Christianity, a strong case could be present 
show how it has augmented the influence of © 
tianity. A person usually supports what he believes 
in. He refuses to support what he does not believe 
in. If a person believes in what his denomination 
stands for he is willing to give generously to Its 
propagation. The existence of denominations 
also inspired a loyalty to Christian causes t 
probably would never have been manifested other- 
wise. One penetrating thinker has said: ‘Whether 
it will be possible to maintain church loyalty on 4 
large scale without denominational loyalty 1s 4 
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question on which the unexplored future gives no 
adequate evidence.”’ 


If every Christian denomination has as its ob- 
ject the extension of the benefits of Christianity 
to others, how can this be construed a “scandal?” 
Totalitarianism is the real scandal. 


The totalitarian type of mind has always been 


hostile to denominations. Protestants, except for a 


few Waldensians, were eradicated in Italy and 
Spain by totalitarians. They were subjected to 
violent treatment in France, Bohemia, Bavaria, 
Poland and Hungary also by totalitarians. 


The church historian has reminded us that with 
the enjoyment of religious liberty in America the 
number of denominations is not surprising. We 
should rather be surprised that they are not more 
numerous. As long as each denomination endeavors 
to maintain Christian worship, to proclaim the 
Christian faith and to promote Christ-likeness of 
character it has a right to function. Those who 
deny this right should read what church history 
has to teach in regard to religious absolutism that 
gave way to religious toleration only after a great 
struggle that ultimately led to religious liberty. 


We realize these things are contrary to the 


dreamers of ecclesiastical monopolies. For our | 


part we believe that religious freedom with the 
competition of denominations is more conducive to 
healthy Christianity than organic church union at 
the expense of conviction without denominations. 


It seems to us that the Christian attitude is not 
to deprive Christians of religious liberty, but for 
all to come to a higher appreciation of each other’s 
interpretations, to a more intelligent realization of 
each group’s special contributions and to promote 
co-operation and Christian fellowship to the glory 
of our Triune God. —J.R.R. 


Doctrinal Preaching 
By Rev. J. D. Rankin, D.D., LL.D. 


The Apocalypse is instructive here. The four 
evangelists unveiled Jesus Christ launching his 
Kingdom in the world. The Book of Revelation 
unveils him as he carries on that work through 
the ages. The first splendid all-inclusive vision 
shows the method by which the work is done. It 
represents Christ standing in the midst of the 
Church supplying it with the light of truth by 
which the moral darkness of the world is to be 
dispelled. The vision has but one possible mean- 
ing—that the world is to be redeemed by the 
diffusion of Christ’s teachings through the agency 
of the Church. 


What does Christ there urge as of first import- 
ance? Organization? Activity? Enterprise? No 
one doubts the value of these, and elsewhere they 
are urged. But here where the fundamental con- 
ditions of saving the world are being revealed 

ey are not even mentioned, so secondary is their 
place. The one thing that is pressed to the front 
ls that of making known the truths of the Gospels. 

ese churches are commended or condemned ac- 
cording as they are loyal or disloyal to the Word 
of God. It is made clear that the Word of God 
faithfully preached is the condition of the world’s 
redemption. 


History Influenced By Doctrinal 
Preaching 
History has confirmed this. Time after time 
teat leaders of the Church have minimized or 
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set aside some of the fundamental doctrines of 
the Gospel. For a time they seem to succeed but 
unbelief, degeneracy and coldness of the Church 
followed. Origen, with learning and eloquence 
which are still a memory in the Church, tried to 
modify the doctrine of future retribution; and 
Clement of Alexandria tried to make the ethical 
teachings of Christ more important than his death. 
For a time they were popular but their success 
was disastrous to the morals of the people and 
the life of the Church and the hungry heart of 
man swung back to the old truths which, though 
stern and severe, have been the only ones that 
have satisfied the soul crushed by sin. 


The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century was 
brought about by the faithful preaching of the 
great fundamental doctrines, especially the sover- 
eignty of God and justification by faith. 


England Saved By Doctrinal 
Preaching 


The period from 1700 to 1740 marked another 
great effort to sweep the Church away from the 
old doctrines. Universal salvation, a second pro- 
bation and similar beliefs were preached by 
scholarly men. A flood of worldliness followed. 
Infidelity swept over the world. Dr. Taylor, one of 
the greatest ministers of his day, said that Europe 
was in practical heathenism. Troubled by this 
spiritual desolation, Jonathan Edwards began to 
preach the neglected doctrines of the Gospel. 
Other ministers followed his example. Soon one 
of the greatest upheavals of history was on. Ban- 
croft called it the turning point of modern history. 
Green and Lecky say that it saved England from 
a revolution more terrible than that which came 
to France. 


It has always been so. Dr. Townsend, of Boston 
University, says: ‘““‘There never has been in history 
a revival of religion or an improvement in a na- 
tion’s morals except in connection with the preach- 
ing of evangelical Christianity.” The “liberal the- 


ology” furnishes no adequate remedy for the per- 


sonal consciousness of sin, and above all does not 
supply a channel along which the Holy Spirit can 
go forth to the regeneration of man. The preacher 
of power is he who receives God’s Word as di- 
vinely inspired and standing in the full con- 
sciousness of eternity preaches a full-orbed Gos- 
pel straight at the conscience of man. This is the 
greatest need of the present time. We have neg- 
lected the fundamental doctrines too long. . The 
longed-for revival awaits the faithful preaching 
of these fundamental doctrines accompanied by 
earnest persistent prayers. _ 
—The United Presbyterian. 
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The Second Commandment 


By Rev. Daniel S. Gage, Ph.D.* 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.’’ 


In studying the second commandment, emphasis 
is nearly always laid on love of one’s neighbor. 
Those who so often speak of the “brotherhood of 
man” rarely speak of the love of one’s self. And, 
indeed, rarely does one hear self-love mentioned. 
Yet the Lord as quoted above, made the love of 
self both the basis and the measure of love of 
one’s neighbor. Evidently, one can not rightly 
love the neighbor till he rightly loves himself. 
Some study of this leads to some wide conclusions 
in some fields, where, perhaps, the wrong basis 
for love is being sought. In the field of inter- 
nationalism, for example, perhaps it will be found 
impossible to rightly, justly, treat other peoples 
till one has the right kind of love for one’s own 
country. But it is the right kind of love of self 
or of nation, etc., which is to be sought. And in 
the Lord’s words above, and often in other state- 
ments of His principles, He spoke of the right, 
proper, real element of the spiritual life of which 
He was speaking and did not set forth in detail 
its nature. Wisely, He left it to us to seek His 
meaning. 


There are several kinds of love mentioned in 
the Bible. It will be found that they are never con- 
fused either as to their ground for existence, their 
respective duties, and, let us note especially, as 
to the sort of “‘emotion” which is the inner con- 
scious existence of whatever love it may be. There 
are mentioned the love of God, of self, of neigh- 
bor, of family, of friends, of enemies, of Christian 
brethren, and whatever may be said of any of 
them, there is never any confusion. But it seems 
true that when any of these varieties of love is 
mentioned, almost any one reading of it, will 
generally have some correctness of understanding 
of the reason for such a love, of the duties which 
may grow out of it, and other phases of its place 
in life, but will far too frequently think that the 


emotion of love, that feeling in the heart which is" 


the love, should be the same in all cases. And 
this frequently seems to lead to almost impossible 
situations. The writer heard a Professor in a 
Theological Seminary when he was a student ask 
in reference to love of neighbor, “How can one 
love the disagreeable, the bad, the ‘crooked 
sticks,’ the ones who are themselves very bad 
neighbors all with the same love,—just as we love 
ourselves?” Thf§s very learned Professor, was 
making the same general mistake,—that the 
— should be the same in all sorts and kinds 
of love. 


Perhaps the strongest love of our fellows men- 
tioned in the Bible is friendship love. Where is 
any other human love mentioned in such terms as 
we find in I Samuel 18:1: “And it came to pass 
that when he (David) had made an end of speak- 
ing, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the 
soul of David and Jonathan loved him as his own 
soul.” Friendship Love is the love of soul for soul 
because each soul finds in the other something 
calling to its deepest depths, and the soul is loved 


for what it is. One might also think of that dis. 
ciple whom “Jesus loved.” When Friendship love 
is joined to Family love, then we have doubtless 
the highest human love for another of which we 
are capable. None is to be compared with the 
Love of God. It stands supreme, on its own 
ground, calling for all that is in one, “with all thy 
strength.”” Luke adds in the similar statement of 
the two great commandments. But the writer mep- 
tions these to call attention to the “emotion” 
which exists in each case—which is the heart and 
conscious reality of love. Is it supposed to be the 
same in all cases? Is one to feel toward a neighbor 
as toward a Friend, or to a member of one’s fam- 
ily, a wife or child? Plainly it would not only be 
impossible but unnatural to command such feel- 
ings. In each kind of love, the “emotion” is dif. 
ferent and should be different. 


But, then, what is the nature of love of self? 
How does one love himself? Students of Love have 
often mentioned three characteristics of this Emo- 
tion. But only two need concern us now. The third, 
—the Desire to possess whatever is loved, for one- 
self, can hardly enter in a study of love of self 
till one has learned precisely what is the true love 
of self. Indeed, in what manner one can “possess” 
himself is a problem of first-rate importance. But 


‘jit is not our intent to discuss that this time. 


There are two other characteristics of all Love 
universally present: 


1. Love always sees value in the one loved. 
2. Love always seeks the good of the one loved. 


In love of self, what is the value seen? In the 
case of probably everything which is right, there 
is the perversion or the opposite. The two most 
prominent perversions of true Love of Self, are, 
doubtless, Egotism or Conceit, and Selfishness. 
But the Lord always had in mind the true and 
right element of whatever He was speaking. What 
does true Love of Self see of value in one’s Self? 
What would one take for his Memory? For how 
much would one sell ali power of Emotions,—io 
become a stone, utterly unable to love, to hate, 
to feel pity, kindness, love, and all the rich range 
of emotions of which the soul is capable? For 
what would one sell his Reason? For what would 
one sell all power of service to Church, his Lord, 
his loved ones? Just the mention of such Faculties 
brings their priceless value. Or as the Lord said 
once in another connection For what .is a map 


profited if he gain the whole world and lose his 


own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchang 
for his soul? (Matt., 16:26). 


But the true value of one’s self is better judged 
by our Maker than by us. What is one, any one,— 
the lowest sinner,—the humblest,—worth in His 
sight? For God so loved the world that He gav‘ 
His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth 1 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life 
For the “world,” that might well seem wort 


while. But suppose that one were the only sinné 
on earth. Would He have given His Son and wo 


the Son willingly have come to die for just th 
sins of one sinner? Even if He had, one might 00 
have had faith and not been saved but would thi! 
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one sinner have been lost for lack of a Saviour? 
It is true, that He may have died only for His 
Flect. But suppose, again, that there had been but 
one sinner, who, however, was one of God’s Elect, 
_would he have died for that one sinner, alone? 
Without doubt. Did He himself not speak in ¢ 
parable of a shepherd whose ninety and nine were 
safely in the fold, but one was lost,—only one,— 
but in the mountains went the shepherd to seek 
and find that one which was lost. Are we not 
made in His image? When one in no spirit of 
self-praise or egotism, begins to realize the value 
and greatness of his Soul,—so great because so 
created,—he may find the first trait of Love in 
true Love of Self, And when one adds the possi- 
bilities of the soul,—the limitless growth in Grace 
open to any one who will receive it,—the promises 
so great that eye hath not seen nor ear heard 
neither have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him. Let one study the promises for the saved 
and waiting soul in the world to come,—and he 
may begin to dimly realize the value of his own 
self. These are promises for the soul that is Saved. 
But, again, have we considered the fact that the 
soul is of such nature that it can be saved? The 


study of this would take us far afield. But if a . 


characteristic of Love is that it sees value in the 
one loved,—then true Love of Self will see one’s 
Value. And seeing this, to whatever degree it may 
be conceived will be, in so far, Love of Self. 


But next is the second character,—that Love 
always seeks the Good of that which is loved. 
Here, then, the man who truly loves himself, will 
seek his own Good. Again, the discussion of this 
would mean a treatment far too long for this 
paper. In how many ways one might seek and 
find the Good of himself—the true Good—what 


greatness this Good might reach unto,—here the 
promises of God in Christ Jesus overwhelm one’s 
human imagination. 


Here, then, may be the Love of Self of which 
the Lord spoke. The realization of one’s true 
Value—and the seeking of one’s true Good. 


And then one can see that not till one has so 
felt toward himself can he rightly love his neigh- 
bor. Not till one has realized his Self Value will 
he set the true value on his neighbor, for that 
neighbor also has a soul of the same limitless 
value as his own. And not till one has learned how 
to seek his true self good, can he rightly seek 
the true good for his neighbor. For one who 
does not know what is the true good he should 
seek for himself, can not know the true good 
for his neighbor. And one who does not know 
where to seek his own true good will not know 
where to seek true good for his neighbor. 


Right and truly, then, did our Lord make self 
love the basis, the measure and standard of love 
of one’s neighbor. Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
= thyself. Neither more nor less, but AS thy- 
self. 


But one is not commended to have the same 
emotion, the same feeling, toward a neighbor as 
for a friend, one of one’s family, for God,—for 
no one has any such emotion toward himself. 
True self love is not egotism, conceit, nor selfish- 
ness, nor any such perverted feeling for one’s 
self but the realization of one’s true value and the 
seeking of one’s true Good. Such, exactly, should 
be one’s love for his neighbor. 


*Professor of Philosophy, Westminster College, 
Fulton, Mo. 


A Medal. And A Miracle 


By William Rule, M.D.* 


Lumbala was the next in line for the Medal 
Chieftainship. That means that upon the death of 
the old chief he was to receive the large medal 
from the Belgian Government which would hang 
around his neck to denote that he was not only 
the chief of his own village but that he was also 
the head chief over dozens of other villages and 
thousands of the native people in all of the. sur- 
rounding. country. This position carried with it a 
great deal of honor, authority, and wealth. Lum- 
bala was already in the process of assuming some 
of his regal responsibilities. He was the judge ‘of 
the local court, trying and deciding arguments 
among the people of his home village of Matadi, 
when the missionaries arrived there to conduct an 
evangelistic meeting on that all-important day 
several years ago. But in order to tell you his 
Whole story I will go back to the beginning. 


_As a young boy Lumbala had come to the Mis- 
sion to go to school. He had lived in the Boys’ 
ome for a number of years, attended classes, 
and joined in the worship of the Church. He was 
an intelligent boy and had done well. with his 
studies. He had heard the Gospel presented on 
Many occasions and fully ‘comprehended ‘its im- 
port. But his heart had not been reached. He had 
never really accepted Christ.as the Lord of his 


life and he frittered away his opportunities, get- 
ting into trouble from time to time, and finally 
dropped out of school altogether. When he re- 
turned home he continued to degenerate, sin be- 
coming ever more dominant and ever more heinous 
in his life. Drunkenness and other forms of dissi- 
pation gained such a hold upon him that he be- 
came a by-word among his own people for a life 


of debauchery. It was after he had been living 
under such conditions for a number of years that 


our story opens. 


The missionaries held a meeting that evening in 
the village of Matadi. They presented Christ as 
the Saviour of all men’s lives who will put their 
trust in Him. They pointed out His promise of 
everlasting life and they offered His power to 
make men free and happy. But above all they ac- 
claimed His great love for each and every human 
being. At the end of the service an invitation was 
given to the people to make a profession of their 
faith and what was the amazement of the as- 
sembled crowd when Lumbala came forward and 
knelt to signify his acceptance of the Lord Jesus! 
He had been strangely moved and he stated imme- 
diately that he intended to give up his chieftain-~ 
ship and become a Christian evangelist! This was 
unheard-of! No chieftain had ever done such 4 
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thing. The missionaries were cautious about ac- 
cepting his statement, fearing that he might be 
drunk, and suggested that he wait until the next 
morning to talk the matter over. But Lumbala was 
convinced in his own heart and knew exactly what 
he was going to do. He called his wife, who was 
already a baptized Christian, and told her of his 
intention. She gladly agreed to aid and support 
him in this new resolve. So then and there Lum- 


bala Nicholas gave his whole heart and life to his 


newly found Lord and Saviour. 


In the days that followed God abundantly sup- 
plied him with the Grace needed to stand true to 
his purpose. Lumbala had to go back to school in 
order to finish the studies that he had forsaken in 
his boyhood. Afterwards he went to the Bible 
School to prepare for becoming an evangelist. 
Three years later he graduated with such an ex- 
cellent record and having shown such devotion to 
the Lord’s work that he was invited to remain 
and to immediately become a member of the 
faculty of the Bible School. But his heart was set 
on evangelistic work and from that day to this he 
has been going up and down the countryside and 
even into strange and distant sections, preaching 
the Gospel and performing a uniquely ®utstanding 
piece of work. Many are the souls that have been 
brought into the Kingdom through his testimony. 


I wish that you could hear Lumbala tell his own 
story of his conversion. He tells of how he went to 
the Mission School and heard the Mission’s teach- 
ings, and he says: ‘‘Missionaries cannot save you.” 
Then he tells of leaving the Mission and of how 
the drinking habit took possession of him. He got 
a good job working for a white man, but drinking 
more and more, he stole money from him in order 
to buy whiskey. He was apprehended and sent to 
jail, but he tells about how even in jail\he bribed 


the guards to bring him liquor. He says: “Even | 


chains cannot save you.” Then he tells of his life 
of sin at Matadi, of the injustices of his decisions 
when he tried the cases of his people in a drunken 
condition, and finally of the night that the mis- 
sionaries came preaching once again the Gospel of 
Christ, and Lumbala cries: “It isn’t until you rea- 
lize that all of the great love of the Lord Jesus is 
yours, and that He freely gives it to you, that it 
finally breaks your heart!’’ 


There is another story to be told about Lum- 
bala. He loves his Bible and he studies it carefully 
much of the time. Asked one day what portion of 
the Scripture he was studying at that particular 
time, he replied that he was studying the Gospel 
of John, that he had been at it for three months, 
and that he had reached the eighth chapter! There 
came a day when he had about exhausted all of 
the material that was written in his own Tshiluba 
language which would help him with his Bible 
study. The commentaries in Tshiluba are of ne- 
cessity small in size and few in number. The rea- 
lization grew on Lumbala over a period of time 
that if he was going to avail himself of the wisdom 


of Biblical] scholars he would have to be able to 


read another language. More and more he realized 
that that language would have to be English, the 
tongue in which the great bulk of evangelical lit- 
erature now exists. This fact presented difficulties. 
The Mission has always maintained the policy of 
not teaching the natives English. French is the 
official language of the Colony. It is the language 
that the government wants the natives to learn 
and the Mission has always been happy to co- 
operate in teaching French and not English. Lum- 


bala knew this. He knew that none of the mis. 
sionaries would be willing to teach him and that 
if he were going to learn English he would haye 
to get it himself. He says when he came to make 
the final decision as to whether to attempt the 
study or not that he prayed about it the whole 
night through. While on his knees he came to the 
definite decision that it was God’s will for him to 
study English. 


One of his native friends had retrieved and 
kept a worn-out and cast-off English Bible of one 
of the missionaries. Lumbala borrowed it and 
propping up his Tshiluba Bible with the English 
text over against it he laboriously began to com. 
pare the words and grammar. Weeks of this study 
passed by and he gradually mastered more and 
more of the foreign tongue. By the time his friends 
discovered what he was doing he had acquired an 
amazing command of English! Of how this came 
about, Lumbala himself said: “I didn’t just learn 
English, because I couldn’t have done it. This was 
a miracle. The Holy Spirit was my teacher.” 


Since coming back to the United States on fur. 
lough I have received a letter from Lumbala 
written in English. I want to share it with you 
because I feel that it will show you something of 
the spirit of the man better than anything that I 
can say about him. I will put it down here just as 
he wrote it. You will smile as you read some por- 
tions but I am sure that you will also appreciate it. 


«« ... My friend in Christ Jesus, since you went 
away at Leopoldville, and ever since I have been 
here I have thought about you and your wife and 
the child and planned to write you a letter. I trust 
that you all are all well, and the little child 
too ... It is true, I say so, the Bible is a mrr- 
ror in which man may see himself just as 
he is ... Thus, throught these books, I want to 
study each lesson the Holy Spirit gives me on 
dealing with unbelief. It is the truth, I strive to 
share Jesus with others, and by the Holy Spirit's 
power I may bring them into fellowship with God 
through Christ. I real know just that God still 
works through the preached Word to save such as 
will believe. I strive to be a real preacher among 
my own country indeed with the power from Al- 
mighty God. I am very sure that they are human, 
with human hearts, and any human heart can be 
touched with the story of Christ and His love. 


“Our worships near Lubondai station are all 
right. You know that there is no need to ask a 
Christian to pray, because one cannot be a Chris- 
tian without it. No one can love our Lord Christ 
and not wish to speak with Him, just as a child 
talks naturally with his earthly father about every- 
thing that interests him, so we can talk with God. 


‘“‘We also have been very glad to hear that your 
journey was by Air-Mail at Leopoldville, till at 
American. They have told us of your quick and 
safe journey all the way to the States. We thank 
our Heavenly Father also for your reaching there. 


“T want to give humble thanks to Almighty God 
for His good Providence which has blessed an 
guided our work through the year 1944. The fun- 
damental purpose of our dear Christ Jesus in the 
Holy Bible to bring the people into fellowship with 
the Lord has not changed. The year 1944 is finish- 
ed, and the work of 1945 is now to face. Thus! 
pray the Christ Jesus will always be my leader 4 

go forward to next year; that I may go throug 
with His Guidance, and I will take up my. Crow. 
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and follow Him. I am very thankful that under 
the Lord’s care my work of 1944 has been done 
in His own Guidance... 


“My wife and I and our five children having 
great gladness and long for you to see you again. 
But we send to you much love. Please remember 
me in my work of Personal Evangelist which I do 
now in Christ’s name in your prayer. May+rthe God 
watch between you and me while we are absent 
one from another, till we meet again. 


“If you please give my greetings to your 


parents ... And also, many greetings to all my 
friends in Christ, those who have the same work 
as I have, and to the little children of the begin- 
ning class in Sunday School if you have the good 
time to meet them. I never cease to pray for you 
all. May God bless you all and give you the 
strength for each day’s needs and duties and great 


joy in your family in Christ. Then I will close by 
asking the questions. May I hear from you soon, 
if you please? I will be glad to hear from my 
friend in Christ. I thank my God upon every re- 
memberance of you. Your friend in Christ Jesus 
and Lord God, Lumbala Nicholas.” 


Surely the hearts of Christian people are stirred 
each time that we hear again a story of our Lord 
saving and changing men’s lives and making of 
them miraculously new creatures. It is a story 
that can be told over and over again about many 
people from many lands, but like the old, old 
story, it never grows stale. Lumbala brings it anew 
to our hearts today as he shows us how the love of 
Christ can take a coveted medal out of a man’s 
life but in its place perform a miracle. 


*Dr. Rule is one of our Medical Missionaries to 
the Belgian Congo now at home on furlough. 


Reach Every Person With Christian Teaching 
| (WHAT DOES IT MEAN?) 
By Rev. A. R. Batchelor* 


This is the goal of the United Religious Educa- 
tion Advance. For four years we have been pro- 
moting it in an endeavor that enlisted the local 
church to work in the home, the church, and the 
community, to the end that we reach every person 
with Christian teaching. We are now emphasizing 
the community as the object of this year’s effort. 


It is natural to lose sight of the needs that lie 
out beyond our immediate vision. The divine Son 
of God urged His followers to lift up their eyes 
and look to a field which was the world. When He 
gave that challenge to His disciples, the world was 
as large, as unknown and as mysterious as is our 
universe today. Yet He dared say: “Go ye into all 
the world.”” Their own personal and group prob- 
lems were far from being solved. The disciples 
could well have spent all their time and effort in 
correcting these, but Jesus commanded that they 
reach out from Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth. The interesting and 
challenging observation is that whenever the 
Church did reach out, its local growth and prob- 
lems were cared for to a great extent. The early 
Church, smal] in numbers but with an outreach 
vision, about covered the known world. Then in- 
ternal problems arose. It became necessary for 
the Church to state its doctrines and defend its 
faith. With its eyes upon itself, it stopped growing 
until Morrison recaptured its vision of a gospel 
for a world and for everybody in the world. Imme- 
diately, although the converts in mission fields 
ve been comparatively small, the Church again 
started to grow. It is essential to the life of the 
Church that it have an outreach. Dr. Frank Brown 
has. said that the chapel program of his churches 
would have been worthwhile if no souls had been 
won, because of its effect upon the local church. 
Souls were won, and the Church in losing itself 
for others saved its own life. _ 


This goal of the Advance is based upon the con- 
Viction that we do have a message for needy peo- 
ple in a needy world. There has heen committed 


| 
to us as Christians and to our churches the truth 
of a gospel which alone can set men free. Our task 
is to inspire men to have faith in God through His 
Son Jesus Christ. It takes faith in our message to 
attempt this task. | 


Scripture reveals the fact that there are two 
sources of faith. They are easy to remember. 


1. The Living Word: Christ. 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 


our faith.”” (Hebrews 12:2). He alone can write 


faith in human hearts. “And I, if I be lifted 
up ... will draw all men unto me.” (John 12:32). 
When Jesus rode in triumph into Jerusalem (as 
He wants to ride in triumph today), there were 
two who heard the people sing hosannas and who 
passed over the palms and garments strewn in the | 
way. One was the Living Christ. The other was 
the lowly ass who held Him up. Whatever our 
effort, in organization and promotion, in supplying 
literature or preaching service, our purpose must 
be to hold Him up that He may draw men to Him- 
self and write faith in their hearts. 


2. The Written Word: The Bible. 


“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.’”? (Romans 10:17). Here is 
the genesis of faith. Here’s how it comes. Faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God. Moody said: “I prayed for faith and faith 
did not come. I started to read my Bible and faith 
came.”? The Word of God is a source of faith. It is 
interesting to note that Jesus in His discourse in 
John 8, gives two ways to become free from the 
bondage of sin—and they are the same two. John 
8:32: “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” John 8:36: “If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 
There is a sense in which it is not our task to win — 
people. Our task is to bring every possible person 
under the influence of the Living Word and the 
Written Word. We do this in faith that they can 
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and will speak for themselves. As we do that, we 
shall win people. Our effort to reach every person 
with Christian teaching is based upon a real faith 
in our message. 


This emphasis of the Advance, reduced to a 
minimum, means that every person in our com- 
munities receives this year some kind of invita- 
tion to attend the Presbyterian Church. We give 
this invitation in faith that the teaching and 
preaching program of that Presbyterian Church 
is the embodiment of Christian teaching. Unless 
we do believe this, we cannot and will not give 
the invitation with sincerity and force. There are 
different ways of accomplishing this goal. Several 
are listed in the Fourth Year Advance Manual. 


If your community has not had a religious 
census within the last three years, one should 
probably be made this year. This can best be done 
through the Ministerial Association, with all 
churches co-operating in the effort. 


If a census has been taken, it should be followed 
by a community visitation. A leaflet, “An Offer 
Of Service,” has been prepared for use in such a 
visitation. It offers the services of the Church to 
those who are in need. There is a place in the 
folder for the card of the visiting church or group 
of churches. 


Churches should be alert in grasping occasion to 
contact every home in the community. This is 
usually done when evangelistic services are held 
in churches. Posters are printed for store windows 
and cards are mailed to every home in the com- 
munity. The community knows that there is a 
Presbyterian Church and why. ; 


One Presbyterian Church in a smaller city had 
a program of community service through a series 
of special services. A high-class religious movie, a 
sacred concert by a visiting a capella choir or out- 
standing soloist or a preacher of note were 
brought. to the city every two months. They were 
free to the community and resulted in many con- 
tacts for the church. 


A Baptist Church installed a set of carillon bells. 
A card was mailed to every home in the com- 
munity calling attention to the bells as a com- 
munity service and inviting those who had no 
church home to follow the bells. They reached 
every person in that community with an invita- 
tion to their church. 


A Presbyterian Church last spring placed a 


Christian Family Week Packet in every home in 
the community. It was a defense area and they 
had the satisfaction of reaching every home. 


Another Presbyterian Church hung a card on 
the door of every home in the community an- 
nouncing a Vacation Bible School. 


These are activities inspired by a faith in the 
message of our churches. They are efforts to bring 
the Church to the attention of people and people 
to the Church. In most communities less than half 
are reached by the Church. 


' During the last year of the Advance, we want 


to make sure that the Church is reaching every 
person in the community with its message. It is so 
easy to take this for granted and come far short 
of the goal. It is so easy to substitute a program 
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of “Come And Get It” for Christ’s program of 
“Go . Teach.” 


We cannot teach them 
Unless we reach them. 


We cannot reach them 
Unless we know where they are. 


We cannot know where they are 
Unless we go where they are. 


‘We will not go where they are 
Unless we love and obey Christ. 


Shall we say, “Come and get it,” 
When He says, and teach?” 


Advance Manual, 
American Lutheran Church. 


Even successful churches are in danger of be- 
coming lax along this line. When a church is debt- 
free, has a good membership, a fine pastor, and is 
giving fairly well to benevolences, the world would 
look upon it as a success. It has reached a status 
of economic security. Yet this church may be 
reaching a small percentage of the people in its 
area. Those unreached people are a force un- 
challenged and unused by the church. 


For a more definite and intensive program of 
reaching people, it is recommended that churches 
give a careful study to Manpower Enlistment 
and Visitation Evangelism. Leaflets are available 
giving specific help in each of these fields. The: 
first may be gotten from the Committee of Re- 
ligious Education and Publication and the other 
from the Evangelism Committee. 


_ Manpower Enlistment offers a program for reg- 
istering, enlisting, training and using the total 
manpower and womanpower of the congregation. 


It outlines eight steps whereby people may be re- 


lated to jobs and jobs to people. Its purpose is 
stated: “That Christ may mean more to men— 
that men may mean more to Christ.” The plan 
can be used by an entire congregation or by any 
of its organizations. This is no experiment. It has 
been used to good advantage. Cards are also avail- 
— “ be used in inaugurating the plan in your 
church. 


The “Visitation Evangelism Manual” is an 
answer to a pastor’s dream for a_ booklet that 
gives all necessary information. Too often man- 
uals present an idea but give very little specific 
instruction. The “Visitation Evangelism Manu 
gives definite suggestions for each stage of a suc- 
cessful visitation evangelism campaign. Many 
churches are using this Scriptural plan to reach 


the unreached in our communities. 


These are serious days. An ordinary church pro 
gram will not meet the needs. We must hear our 
Master anew as He commissions us to reach every 
person with the message of the gospel. Many 
churches are responding. All must enlist if we are 
to take advantage of our privileges as members 0 
the Church of Christ. : 


*Director of Sunday School Administration, 
Pres — ian Church, U. S., P. O. Box 1176, 
mond, Va. | 


e 
st 

Pp 
Wi 
Cec 
en 
thi 
Ww 

we 

sel 

54 
the 
tha 
bec 

we 
whi 

we 

peo 
had 

beli 
Anc 

| pla 
seng 
wit 

He 
thou 
M 

exa 

Yet 

We 
ther 
the | 
othe 

were 
to b 
years 
whic] 

and 

Of 
closes 

rey 

ship 

Savio 

Co 
Colle 

Other 

fulfil] 

to-be, 

filled 
The 
but s 

knowj 
to the 

me to 
that 


| 


Oct. 15, 1945 


My 


You have asked me to write an article for this 
publication dealing with my call to missions. Sev- 
eral of us missionary candidates and appointees 
studied linguistics in Montreat this past summer 
preparatory to going to the mission field, and I 
was among those who were asked:to tell at the 
consecration service closing the Foreign Mission 
Conference why we are going: this article is an 
enlargement of that talk, and, because of its na- 
ture, must be very personal. 


Before the foundation of the world, God, in His 
infinite wisdom, conceived of us. As He looked 
through the ages of eternity He — a place 
which only we could fill, He loved the world, but 
He saw in it those who could not love Him unless 
we told them of His love. : 


His plan was for us all to be created like Him- 
self, with freedom of will to choose to obey Him. 
But because the creature cannot be greater than 
the Creator, He also knew that we would abuse 
that freedom, and that this would necessitate His 
becoming one of us: stooping to our level, since 
we could not attain to His, to pay the penalty 
which disobedience incurred, for only thus might 


we be free again to be His own. He knew that 
people would forget, as time went on, that He 


had come, or think such an event too amazing to 
believe, or perhaps be isolated from the Gospel. 
And so He chose us to fill the place which He had 
planned among the people of this age as His mes- 
sengers, to proclaim the good news of His love. 


I, too, had disobeyed Him. I had not loved Him 
with all my heart. I had not believed the things 
He had written about Himself, because I had 
thought them too incredible. 


My parents had taught me, through their fine 
example, to be loving and honest and unselfish. 
Yet we did not share together in family rship. 
We were encouraged to go to Sunday School, and 
there were taught to follow the example of Jesus, 
the greatest Teacher who ever lived, and to\treat 
others as we would wish them to treat us. we 
grew older attendance became optional, and\ we 
were free to decide for ourselves what we wished 
to believe. Somehow I failed, in those format 
years, to draw into my life that “something” 
which makes for happiness and security of spirit 
and a vital relationship to God. 


Often when we are farthest from God, He is. 


closest to us, and in His great love He was even 

then preparing me to tell others whose relation- 

mad to Him is not vital that they, as I, need a 
viour. 


College time came, and I chose Florida State 
College for Women, as this college, more than any 
other southern institution which I investigated, 
fulfilled every desire I had for my Alma-Mater- 
to-be. I did not attend church, as my time was 
filled with activities I considered more important. 


The second year brought a few added activities, 
but still I was not completely satisfied, without 
owing why. Early in the year I was introduced 
to the Presbyterian Student Worker, who invited 
me to attend church with her. For the first time 
that I can remember, I heard there the story of 
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Jesus Christ as more than Teacher—as the Saviour 
of the world. I was indignant to find that some 
people actually believed this! There followed a 
series of conversations between the Student 
Worker and myself in which all that we love and 
believe about Christ was made plain, tactfully but 
with assurance. This was what I needed; my hun- 
gry soul was being fed with the Bread of Life. The 
climax came by the end of October, 1940, when I 
as a human could no longer hold out against so 
marvelous a Book, so amazing a plan for all hu- 
mans, so divine a Saviour. I could think of noth- 
ing else but the things she had told me, and deep 
down inside I knew they were true. I opened my 
heart to accept the One who had died for us all so 


long ago. 


The rest of that yéar and the next were years 
of learning and growing. All I had hoped for and 
worked toward as a non-Christian was exceeded 
as a Christian, and I was so happy in my new life 


for Him. 


During the Christmas holidays of my _ senior 
year I attended our church’s mission conference 
in Memphis, Tenn. It was there the Lord showed 
me He had a place for me in full-time Christian 
work. All the experiences of the two years which 
had just passed could not have been for nothing, 
and somehow the desire for personal achievement 
grew strangely dim in the light of His Presence, 
as the same Lord who said, “Come,” pleaded: 
‘“‘Go—my grace is sufficient for you—and lo, I am 
with you.” I did not know then where He wanted 
me to go, or what type work He wanted me to do, 
but I could not resist His call with its challenge 
and its Companion. | 


Graduation came, and then a year in Con- 
necticut, where I was employed by a manufactur- 
ing concern in personnel work, to save toward my 
training as a Christian worker, as I had no other 
way to meet the financial requirements of such 
training. 


January, 1944, brought with it the conviction 
that I was to study for Christian work that fall at 
the Assembly’s Training School. How I was to 
manage after so short a time at work, with so 
little savings, I could not guess. In the spring the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Cam- 
pany, interested in my conviction that I was to go 
in spite of the difficulties involved, gave me 
enough to make possible the financing of the first 
year, with the promise of a similar amount for 
the second. 


It was a wonderful year. All the little “extras” 
were provided for out of His goodness, His Word 
became more clear and more precious, and the 
vision of a life of service for Him grew in an 
atmosphere of faith and love. January, 1945, came, 
and still I did not know exactly what type of ser- 
vice I was to give. During the week of prayer and 
self-denial, when you and I and hundreds of others 
in our church were praying for the one hundred 
missionaries we needed, my vision became reality 
and I felt I could no longer pray and give and not 
be willing to go. I had talked it over before with 
those concerned with recruiting missionary volun- 
teers, but had not felt the compulsion to say “yes” 
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without some definite, personal call, as if ““Go— 
ye”’ did not apply to me at all. It culminated in a 
prayer meeting at which one of our missionaries 
spoke of the great need in Brazil among attrac- 
tive, intelligent young people who had been blind- 
ed with the superstitions of a corrupted Cath- 
olicism, and among others who had no chance to 
hear except through those who would go to tell 
them of Him who loved them too. It was with 
mingled feelings of fear and commitment that I 
volunteered, and I was accepted. 


There is one more year of training before I go, 
and the financing of that has been taken care of 
too. How abundantly He has poured out His gifts, 
material as well as spiritual! 


How can I stay at home! How can I be un- 
willing to go to the “uttermost parts’ for Him 


who has given His all for me! With a world which 
is still suffering from the effects of war and de. 
struction and the weakening of morale which ip. 
evitably accompanies war, how can I feel that 
there are enough others in a better position than 
I to go? When thousands are pleading for a new 
world, a new life, a new chance to try again, and 
overworked missionaries are bearing the burden 
an army could not manage, how can I fail to hear 
the voices of the little children in the big neighbor. 
hood of this world crying, “Come over and help 
us,’ and see so few, so pitifully few, answering: 
“Here am I, Lord, send me.’”’ We are all children 
of the same Father, and so I add my smal] voice 
to theirs and yours, resting my faith in Christ 
alone to be my strength, who has promised us His 
Presence. 


-*Assembly’s Training School, Richmond 22, Va, 


Glad Tidings Of The Kingdom 


By Rev. J. Edwin Wayland“ 


“He went throughout every city and village 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God.” Luke 8:1. 


There is no doubt but that the ministry of Jesus 
centered around the theme—the kingdom of God. 
For at the beginning of his ministry, he “came into 
Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 
God.” Many of his parables were about the king- 
dom of God. “Unto what is the kingdom of God 
like?” and “Whereunto shall I like the kingdom 
of God?” were expressions used by him. “Because 
they thought the kingdom of God should immedi- 
ately appear, he said therefore, a certain noble- 
man went into a far country to receive for him- 
self a kingdom and to return.” He sent his dis- 
ciples out to preach the kingdom of God. It was 
just before His arrest he said, “I will not drink 
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
shall come.’”’ And after His resurrection the king- 
dom of God was the subject of His conversation 
with the disciples. In the Gospel of Luke alone 

the term is used thirty-three times. 


What is the kingdom of God about which our 
Lord spoke so frequently and also which was the 
subject of conversation of the apostle Paul for two 
years in Rome (Acts 28:31)? The answer to this 
question is given in many different ways. We be- 
lieve that only one answer can possibly be the 
true one. And the true answer will prove that it is 
right by its fitness in every place where the term 
is found. Any answer that will not fit in every 


place where the term is used cannot be the real. 


answer. We would like to include the term the 
kingdom of heaven as being an interchangeable 
term with the kingdom of God for this can readily 
be proven to be a fact. 


A study of the many passages in which the term 
of the kingdom of God is found may tend to con- 
fuse the student. There are statements that seem 
to be contradictory. May we illustrate a few of 
these. Luke 17:20 says, “The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation.’”’ Yet Mark 9:1 says, 
“There be some standing here, which shall not 
taste death till they see the kingdom of God come 
with power.” These two passages apparently do 


not agree. Another instance is found in Mk. 1:15 
where the kingdom of God is at hand, yet Luke 
21:31 would indicate that in the future the king- 
dom of God would be near at hand, when the 
events that precede his second coming come to 
pass. A third instance is found in Luke 17:21 
where the Lord in speaking to the Pharisees said 
“the kingdom of God is within you.’”’ Yet in Luke 
12:28 he speaks of those who are in the kingdom 
of God. These are not contradictory passages when 
understood in the light of the true definition of 
the kingdom of God. 3 


It is the purpose of this article to show what 
the kingdom of God is. To find the answer our 
search must take us to the Old Testament to find 
the clue, for it was there that the Jews obtained 
their knowledge about it which caused them to be 
on the look-out for it. It was said of Joseph of 
Arimathea that he waited for the kingdom of God. 
Daniel prophesied that the God of heaven shall 
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed. 
Jeremiah and Isaiah identify the king of that 
coming kingdom as a descendent of David. He is 
called Almighty God and the Lord our righteous- 
ness. And Luke 1:31-33 shows clearly that Jesus 
is the king of whom the prophets spoke. In Jesus, 
the seed of David and the Son of God are the 
qualifications of the king of the kingdom of God. 
In Him was vested the authority of heaven. God’s 
authority came to earth in Christ. Where Christ 
was casting out devils by the spirit of God, He 
claimed that the kingdom of God was there (Mt. 
12:28). The kingdom of God may therefore be 
defined as the reign of God in the person of His 
son. The kingdom of God was present when Jesus 
was on earth and it will be present when He re- 
turns to sit upon His throne. His spirit now dwells 
in all those who truly believe in Him as the Son 
of God and they are heirs of the kingdom, which 
God hath promised to them that love Him (James 
2:5). Thus we see the contradictions are recon 
ciled. He was at hand and He will be at hand when 


He returns. He was not wearing a crown or roya 


robes, so could say that the kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation (outward show) and 
yet on the mount of transfiguration He displaye 
His majesty to His disciples (II Peter 1:16-18). 
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And we can understand that He meant He was in 
the midst of the Pharisees, when He said the king- 
dom of God is within you. And when His kingdom 
shall come the heirs of the kingdom will sit down 
in it. It is a most remarkable demonstration of the 
goodness of God that He has prepared a kingdom 
from the foundation of the world for His people. 


Are you an heir of the kingdom? If by sincere 


faith in the Son of God you have become linked 
to Him, you can say with assurance, I am an 
heir of the kingdom of God. 


*Pastor of the Hopewell Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 4 
Fellowship In The Church 


Scripture: Matthew 18:15-20; Acts 2:44-47; 
4:31-37; Romans 12; Philippians 1:27 - 2:4; I John 
4:14-24. Devotional Reading: 1 Cor. 1:4-10. 


From these exceedingly rich and _. beautiful 
passages may the Holy Spirit enable us to see 
something of real Christian Fellowship. The 
Church is the body of Christ—a living organism. 
It should never be “rent asunder” by divisions, 
heresies, hatred and jealousies, but “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.” (Dev. Reading, I Cor. 1:4-10). 
This fellowship is a holy and exalted union be- 
tween God the Father, God the Son, and the 
Christian, through the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. 
(I John 1:3). 


Matthew 18:15-20 


Christian Fellowship calls for Discipline and 
United Prayer. Sin mars our fellowship, especially 
sin against our brother. In verse 15-18 we have 
the way of adjusting our difficulties pointed out 
by Christ. “How many scandals might be pre- 
vented in the Christian church if this simple. di- 
rection were faithfully and lovingly carried out.” 
(J. M. Gibson). 


United Prayer is the power-house of the church. 


If we “symphonize”’ our praying, “‘it shall be done 
for you by my Father in Heaven.” 


Acts 2:44-47; 4:31-37 


Christian Fellowship means Sharing. In these 
two miniatures we see that the Early Church 
“had all things in common.” This was far from 
what the world calls Communism today. It was 
no compulsory sharing, but a voluntary expression 
of their love for each other. This form of sharing 
was soon changed, partly because of grave abuses, 
and partly because it would not work. We find 
deacons chosen and “collections” taken for the 
poor. But we have here the beginning of the great 
benevolent and charitable work of the church, 
and a recognition of the principles of Christian 


Stewardship so clearly taught by Christ. One of 


the best ways to promote and encourage fellow- 
ship is to care for the poor and needy, and we 


always have them with us. 


Philippians 1:27 - 2:4 


Christian Fellowship not only means: sharing 
our possessions, but Sharing Our Sufferings—our 


Trials and Conflicts. Adversaries abound. We must 
strive together for the faith of the Gospel, not 
being ashamed to suffer for His sake. To face 
our enemies successfully we must be united in one 
purpose, looking not only to our interests, but 
the interests of Others. 


I John 3:14 - 24 


Christian Fellowship is based on Love. This is 
the tie that binds the church together. We know 
that we have passed from death to life because 
we love the brethren. This love must express itself, 
not in words, but in Deeds.: | 


Romans 12 


We will treat this passage more at length, both 
because it is our Printed Text and also because 
it includes all the elements of Christian Fellow- 
ship, as we see them exemplified in 


The Transformed Life 


“Not conformed - - - - but transformed.’”’ Here 
is the secret of Christian Fellowship. This trans- 
formation comes from within, by the “renewing 
of your mind.” The life of the natural man is of 
the earth, earthy; the life of the super-natural 
man—the ‘“born-again’” man—the transformed 
man, is from heaven. Only such men can enjoy 
rea] Christian Fellowship. 


May we gather from this chapter some of its 
glorious teachings! | 


1. The transformed life is a Surrendered, Con- 
secrated life. (vss. 1-2) Just as the sacrifices of 
the Old Testament were to be Holy and Ac- 
ceptable to God, so we are to present our bodies to 


Him. The “mercies of God’’—those mercies so 


perfectly presented and explained in the foregoing 
chapters, and pointed to by the word, ‘“there- 
fore,’”’ constrains us to do this. Such a Surrender 
of Self is “Reasonable.”’ Such a consecration is 
according to the Will of God. 


2. “‘Christian Life is a Co-operative Fellow- 
ship’ (Montgomery Trans.) (Vss. 3-8). It is neces- 
sary for such fellowship that there must be Hu- 
mility. Pride spoils fellowship. People of the world 
—natural men and women—think highly of them- 
selves, “like to be first.” We Christians must 
think soberly of ourselves. 


The Christian Brotherhood is composed of many 
members, but it is One body. Our gifts and en- 
dowments are different; our work is varied; our 
places are not the same. Authority should be 
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exercised; also mercy. The background of the 
whole chapter is ‘“‘the mercies of God.’’ We should 
shew mercy to our fellow-Christians. 


If we want a picture of a “live church’’—the 
blood flowing warmly through its veins—we will 
find it in this paragraph. Here we see the differ- 
ence between a “Mechanical” Church, organized 
and “run” by men, and a church vitalized by the 
Spirit of God. All is working naturally and smooth- 
ly. We hear no sound of squeaking and rumbling 
machinery. How different are many of our mod- 
ern churches! | 


3. The explanation is found in the one word, 
“Love”. (Vss. 9-16). A Sincere Love. A _ love 
that Hates evil. A consuming love for Christ will 
make us hate sin. The opposite is also true. Love 
“‘weds us’”’ to the good. 


A tender love. Such a tender love will make us 
put others before ourselves and honor them. 


A Diligent love. If earthly love could constrain 
Jacob to work so long for a wife, how much more 
should our love for Christ and our fellow Chris- 
tians make us work for them. Love sets us on fire 
within. It makes our spirits glow, so that service is 


a joy. 


A Happy Love. Love makes us happy in our 
hope. The Christian’s hope is enough to make us 
rejoice. It will enable us to be patient in afflic- 
tion. Who is not willing to suffer for love’s sake? 
Such a love drives to prayer. Love unlooses the 
purse-strings, makes us look after the needy, 
entertain the traveller and the stranger. 


An Expanding Love. It reaches beyond those 
who love us. It makes us bless our persecutors; 
rejoice with those who are happy, weep with those 
who mourn; is the basis of all sympathy; makes 
us fond of “lowly folk’; sees no difference in 
men as far as rank is concerned; keeps us from 
being ‘“‘big-headed’’ and makes us “big-hearted.”’ 


4. Love goes even further. (Vss. 17-21). It 
makes us not only passively meek, but actively 
kind. It pays back, not in the devil’s coin (tit for 
tat), but in the currency of Heaven. It never 
seeks revenge, but conquers her enemies by doing 
good. Love leads to Victory. 


May God give us Grace to lead such lives and 
have such Christian Fellowship! What a testi- 
mony to the world would such a church be! 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 11 
Worshiping In The Church 


Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1-12; Psalm 111; Isaiah 
6:1-8; Acts 2:46-47; Ephesians 5:15-21. Devotion- 
al Reading: Psalm 100. 


Christ said that God is a Spirit and they that 
worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth. 
In the passages before us we get a many-sided 
view of this spiritual worship. “I will give thanks 
unto the Lord with my whole heart, in the as- 
sembly (council) of the upright, and in the con- 
gregation.” Thus speaks our Golden Text. 


As suggested by our Devotional Reading, (Ps. 
100), our worship should be: 


A Wonderful Experience 


Full of joy and gladness. “Singing’’, “praise,” 
“thanksgiving” should be the predominating notes, 
for “the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting 
and His truth endureth to all generations.” When. 
ever we come to God’s house we should remem. 
ber this. Here sin is forgiven, burdens lifted, 
hearts are blessed and our faces lighted with the 
glory of Heaven. The “joy of the Lord” be. 
comes our strength. 


Let us briefly consider the passages for today: 


Nehemiah 8:1-12—His Wonderful Word 
“The book’’ 


Two things are prominent in these verses, (1) 
“All the people’, (2) “The Book’’. 


Worship is for Everyone. All have sinned and 
all need forgiveness; all have received blessings 
from God and all should express their gratitude. 
In the scene before us ‘“‘all the people came to- 


gether,” all were reverent and attentive, all were 


deeply moved, responding with Amens and with 
weeping, rejoicing, and ready obedience to the 
Word. Our worship fails if it does not include all. 


Worship centers around God’s Word.. There is 
a great deal of sentimental talk about worshipping 
God in Nature. This is all right After we learn the 
truth about God in Revelation. The Bible is the 
Book that teaches us how to worship. The Protes- 
tant pulpit with the open Word is the foundation 
for acceptable worship of God. Its place must not 
be usurped by ritual and ceremony, however 
pleasing they may be to men’s senses, and pride. 
The reading and explaining of the Book will re- 
sult in Repentance and Faith, and lives changed 
by the power of the Spirit using the Word of the 
Living God. Revivals begin with “‘the Book.” 


Psalm 111—His Wonderful Works— 


His Works are great, sought out of them that 
have pleasure therein, honorable and glorious, to 
be remembered by His people, for they are verity 
and judgment. His works show His character, His 
grace, compassion and power. In His works of 
Creation, Providence and Redemption, He mani- 
fests His glory. He is true to His Covenant with 
His people. 


To fear, (reverence-obey-worship) such a God 
is the Beginning of wisdom. Tested by this stand- 
ard many of our so-called learned men have not 
yet begun their education, have not learned thelr 
A B C’s. God’s glorious works, revealing His 
character, lead us to heartfelt worship—“His 
praise endureth forever.” 7 


Isaiah 6:1-8—His Wonderful Nature 
“T saw also the Lord.” Worship is not complete 
until we have seen the Lord. We must meet Him 
face to face. His Word, His Works, but lead t 
Him. Isaiah saw the Majesty, Glory, and Holiness 
of the Lord. It was an awe-inspiring sight. 
are overwhelmed when we catch a vision of 


This vision of God led to a vision of self. “Woe 
is me.” This is always the case. Only those who 
have never seen the Lord think well of them 
selves. Our sin and uncleanness become dreadf 
realities in the presence of the whiteness, purily 


Oct. 15, 1945 


t 
| b 
C 
Ww 
ht 
in 
44 3 
Co 
0 
ne 
ha 
aay 
sche 
cha 
566 
an 
sho 
117, 
Boo 
latio 
thos 
belie 
and 
year: 
how 
give 
inst 
Chris 
knoy 
who 
Will 
Ou 


Oct. 15, 1945 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


— 13 


and glory of God. We see our own deep need 
and the need of our fellowmen. : 


Blessed indeed are those who experience the 
next part of this vision—the cleansing touch of 
the coal of fire from off the altar. Conviction of 
sin is most vital, but it leaves us “undone” indeed 


unless God’s Grace and power does for us what | 


He did for Isaiah when the angel touched his lips 
with the coal of fire. May we linger until we too 
are cleansed! 


The vision is followed by the Voice. “Whom 
shall I send’? Worship fits us for Service, if it is 
this kind of worship. God wants witnesses and 
messengers, but they must be Clean. Then we can 
say, “Here am I, send me.” Do we always “tarry” 
before we “go”? Do we wait until our lips are 
clean before we try to speak for our Holy God? 


Acts 2:46-47—His Wonderful Church 


We have here a little “snap-shot” of the Early 
Church—a wonderful church—a model church, a 


worshiping church. The picture is small, but, Oh, 


how beautiful—a miniature that ought to be hung 
in the vestibule of every church where we can 


see it before we enter. Their worship was a daily, 


continuing experience of those of one accord, not 
only in the temple but from house to house. “Glad- 


ness and singleness of heart, praising God and | 


having favor with all the people.” 


No one is surprised at the result. Souls were 
saved every day, the Lord adding to the church 


daily those who were being saved. A happy, grow- 
ing church, filled with Saved people, saved by the 
Lord. Is your church and mine like this? 


Ephesians 5:15-21—A Wonderful Walk 


Worshiping leads to Walking, or rather, We 
Worship As We Walk, for we are pilgrims. 


Worship leads us to walk wisely, keeping our 
eyes open, looking around, never “off guard.” 
We seek to “buy up” every opportunity, because 
the days are evil. 


Worship leads us to walk In The Will Of The 
Lord—not Our path, but His. 


Worship leads to a Spirit-Filled walk. Men of 
the world fill themselves with wine and stagger 
as they walk. We are filled with the Spirit. This 
makes us happy. We Sing as we walk, making . 
melody in our hearts to the Lord. 


Worship makes us walk Humbly, “submitting 
yourselves one to another.” If we feel the pres- 
ence of the Lord, High and Holy; if we fear and 
reverence Him, we will walk humbly with our God, 
and also with our fellow-pilgrims. 


Does our worship lead to a Holy Walk? Do we 
worship As we walk each day? : 


Whether in the great congregation, or alone; 
in our homes or as pilgrims, may we Worship 
in Spirit and in truth. 


Young 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For November 


HOW LARGE IS YOUR BIBLE? 


Introduction For The Month 
The Bible that you carry with you to Sunday 
school every Sunday contains 66 books, 1,189 
chapters, 31,173 verses, 773,692 words, and 3,- 
566,490 letters, but the actual Bible that means 
anything to you may not be any larger than the 
Tees and middle chapter in the Bible, Psalm 


We Christians are not a people who worship a 
Book, nor are we folk who follow rules and regu- 
lations set down by a book or church. We are 

ose who say with Paul, not “I know what I 
believe,” but “I know whom I have believed.” (2 
Timothy 1:12). But that Person whom we know 
and whom we serve lived some two thousand 
years ago and is invisible to the natural eye today, 
how then shall we see and know Him? God has 
given us His Book and that reliable Book is the 
instrument that the Spirit of God uses to make 

t real to us day by day. No one can ever 
know Christ apart from the Word of God, and all 
who come to that Word with an ungrieved spirit 
Will find there the living Christ. 


Our emphasis for the month of November is 


People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


the question “How Large Is Your Bible?” We 
can answer this by saying that no matter how 
large the Bible is that we are studying, and no 
matter that every jot and title be the very Word 
of the living God, yet your own personal Bible 
is just that portion that the Holy Spirit takes 
and makes real and vital to your own heart and 
life. Every Christian should be one who is using 
his Bible in such a way that day by day the Spirit 
of the living God is taking more and more of 
the Bible and making it live in his life and affec- 
tion. Our programs for this month will aim at 
showing us how the Bible can really begin to live 
in our minds and hearts. 


First Sunday: What's In Your Bible? 


Introduction 


Most of us have been attending Sunday school 
all of our lives and feel that we are fairly familiar 
with the contents of the Bible, but if some one 
puts us to the test we shall find that we are rather 
like a saintly man I once heard testifying in pray- 
er meeting that every day he turned to the twenty- 
ninth chapter of first Corinthians. And once I 
heard a girl who was a senior in a Bible Training 
Institute say that that verse in the Psalms,’”’ God 
moves in a mysterious way His wonders to per- 
form,” had always been a blessing to her. And 
when the college entrance exams are given all 
over the country we see that year after year the 
incoming students know more and more about 
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many things in our life but less and less about 
the Bible. So maybe we just think we know what’s 
in our Bible. 


Some one has said,. “The Bible contains the 
mind of God, the state of man, the way of sal- 
vation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of 
believers.””’ You can’t beat the way our own West- 
minster Shorter Catechism puts it, “The Scrip- 
tures principally teach, what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of 
man. “‘But these statements come from those who 
have spent many years getting a grasp of the 
message of the Bible, and they have pressed years 
of study and experience into a few comprehensive 
words. Let’s outline some steps that we must fol- 
low if we are to come to know more what is in our 
Bible and to know more what it should mean to us. 


Pathway To Bible Understanding 


1. Become Acquainted With The Beauty 
Spots Of The Bible. 


The Bible contains some of the most interesting 
and beautiful pieces of literature that we can find 
anywhere, and we must first be familiar with 
these if we are to know the Bible. We should be 


familiar with the matchless stories of Joseph and . 


Ruth. We should appreciate such poetry as the 
Twenty-third Psalm or the One Hundred and 
Thirty-ninth Psalm. We should be able to enter 
into that profound drama on the ash heap, the 
Book of Job. We should feel the tug of the high 
moral and spiritual teaching of the Ten Command- 
ments and the Sermon on the Mount. We should 
enter into the spirit of the social and moral teach- 
ings of the great Hebrew writing prophets. And 
we should even be able to appreciate the humor, 
such as the fear of the Persians that all the hus- 
bands in the land would be hen-pecked unless the 
king made Vashti obey. 


2. Learn The Backgrounds Of The Books 


The Books of the Bible are just one side of a 
telephone conversation, and we must know the 
other party if we are to understand them. The 
other party is the historical background and the 
purpose for which each book was written. We need 
to feel the romantic emotion of Hosea as he mar- 
ried the beautiful Gomer, feel his heart break 
when she proved faithless, and feel the surge 
of emotion when he found her on the slave block. 
Then it means something when he tells us that 
God is love. We need to understand how Onesimus 
felt as he started back to Philemon, whose money 
he had stolen, hoping that the letter he was 
lugging under his arm was his freedom and not a 
beating. In Philippians it does not mean much 


when Paul says, “Rejoice always, and again I say 


rejoice,” until we remember that he was in prison 
from doing nothing but being a good Christian. 


3. Know The Characters Of The Bible. 


A well known football coach was severely criti- 
cized a few years back because he picked an all 
Bible football team. He wanted Paul to be quar- 
terback and Elijah at full back. But he was on 
the right line. The characters of the Bible were 
men of like passions as we, and the reason that 
God has given us the record of what He did in 
their lives in the midst of ancient problems is that 


He might lead us to let Him do the same thing 
for us in our modern day problems. We must get 


well acquainted with Moses, Samuel, Saul, Hannah, 


Samson, Elijah, David, Paul, and all the rest. 


4. Trace The Unfolding Theme Of The Bible. 


The Bible is not one book, it is a library of 
books, written over a period of sixteen centuries 
in the midst of all kinds of circumstances and for 
the purpose of meeting all sorts of problems. But 
there is an unfolding theme that gradually emerges 
and that theme becomes God’s message to the 
world. When we find that theme the many books 
become one Book, and until the books become 
one. Book, in all parts of which we find Christ, the 
Bible will not be the Word of God to us but merely 
a hodge-podge fruit basket of moral texts. 


Worship Program 


Call to Worship: Poem, “The Book of Books,” 
Seott. (1000 Quotable Poems). 

Scripture Lesson—Psalm 119:1-16. 

Hymn: “Come Holy Spirit Heavenly Dove.” 

Introduction for the Month and for the Evening: 
By the Leader. 

Talks: (Let one person take each step in order as 
outlined above.) 

Hymn: “Wonderful Words of Life.” 

Benediction. | 


‘Second Sunday: How To Study Yuor Bible. 


Introduction 


I was at a Bible conference once and heard a 
missionary use this illustration. She said to the 
group that she was sure that whenever they went 
home and found some mail in the family mail box 
that they would not open any letters that did not 
have their name on it, but if the letter had their 
name on it they would open the letter and read it 
and do what it said. Then she went on to explain 
that the New Testament letter that she was pre 
senting was addressed to the “saints in Christ 
Jesus,” so if they were not saints in Christ the 
letter was not addressed to them. I noticed the 
boy next to me close his Bible. Later I asked him 
why. He told me that he was not a Saint in 


- Christ and he was not going to read the saints’ 


—— And to my knowledge he never did after 
that. 


Perhaps this fellow was a little extreme, but he 
had something. If we are going to get anything 
out of the Bible we must study it intelligently 
and remember to whom the various parts of the 
Bible were addressed and for what purpose. A 
good little guide as we study is to keep in mind 
the words of advice that every editor gives to 
and coming young newspaper reporters. “Re 

1ember, what we want to know is who did what, 

where, when, and why.”.If we ask these ques 
tions every time we read a portion of Scripture 
we are beginning to get on the right track. 


The great Apostle Paul was very interested that 
his friend Timothy develop into a strong, i 
telligent Christian, so he sent him a couple 0 
letters in which he told him many things that he 
needed ae, Snow. Read Second Timothy 2:15. Let 
me paraphrase it for you. “Do your utmost 0 
present yourself acceptable unto God, a worket 
that needs not to be ashamed, holding a straight 
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course through the word of God, not distorting the 
truth.” This is his instruction about Timothy’s 
Bible study habits. Let’s break it up and see what 


he said. 
1. Attitude toward Bible Study: Study. The idea 


behind the word is to give all diligence. There is 
no easy and short way to knowing the will of God. 


We must diligently study to know even as we must 


to know about medicine, engineering, or any other 
branch of knowledge. 


9, Goal of Bible Study: To show yourself ap- 
proved unto God. We live too much dependent on 
the opinions of men, and we need to think more 
of the approval of God than of men. The Bible will 
be a closed book unless we do. ae 


3. Result of Bible Study: A workman that needs 


~ not to be ashamed. We in the church need to be 


ashamed of some things in our lives and of some 
things in the church, but when we truly study 
the Bible rightly it will make us the kind of work- 
men that do not have to be ashamed before God 
or man. 


4, Method of Bible Study: Holding a straight 
course through the word. This means we must 
study the Bible intelligently and not go off on a 
tangent. Here are four things that we must at 
least do if we are not going off on a tangent and 
distort the word: | 


aie We must follow the unfolding theme of the 
ible. 
. b: We must apply the word to whom God applies 
it. ! 
c: We must give a Biblical emphasis to Biblical 
doctrines. 

d: We must translate what we study into day 
by day living. 


Methods Of Study 


Some ideas might be given to the group on how 
best to study the Bible. Here are some methods 
that have proved fruitful. Some older person who 
has used some of these might explain them. 


1, Study the Bible a book at a time. Read a 


whole book and study through it. 


2. Study the Bible by chapters. Take a chapter 
and read it over and over, asking all the questions 
you can about that chapter. 


8. Study the Bible by paragraphs. Take a Re- 
vised version and study the different paragraphs, 
one at a time. 


4. Study the Bible by verse. Seek to break a 
verse up, outline it, see how it is related to other 
verses on the same theme. 


0: Study the words of the Bible. Take a word 
like ‘sin’ or ‘salvation’ and go all through the 
Bible, gathering what is said about that truth. 


6. Study the biographies of the Bible. Find all — 


that the Bible has to say about certain characters 
and see how they have a message for us today. 


he Study the great prayers of the Bible, and 
od ie. the men who prayed learn to pray 
elf. 


_8. Study to find Christ in all the Scriptures from 
Genesis to Revelation, for Christ said to search 


them for they testify of Him, and He opened up 


the Scriptures to show the things concerning Him- 
self. (John 5:39; Luke 24:25-27). 


These methods are presented in more detail in 
Wilber Smith’s “Profitable Bible Study,” published 
by the W. A. Wilde Co. It would be good to get 
it and follow through if you are interested. 


Worship Service 


Call to Worship: Poem, “The Anvil.” (Christ and 
the Fine Arts, Page 509). 

Hymn: “The Spirit Breathes Upon The Word.” 

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 119:89-96, 105-112. 

Prayer. 

Talk: The Open Bible. (Christ and the Fine Arts). 
(Page 505). 

Introduction by the Leader: Refer to facts in talk 
above ... Ask why. Then use introduction to 
show that we need to study properly. 

Talks: 1. The Divine Exhortation to Study. (2 
Tim. 2:15 above). 2. The Methods That Have 
Proved Helpful (Methods above). 

Hymn: “Standing On The Promises.” 

Benediction. 


Many Roads 


The end of gasoline rationing may permit some 
families to drive to nearby points for a short va- 
cation. Next summer, people will be traveling great 
distances in many directions. 


It will make a little difference which road they 
take. Although many roads go more or less directly 
to the same distant place, one may be shorter, 
while another may be a four-lane highway. And 
of course, not all roads go to the same place. 
There are many ways of going wrong. 


Similarly also in our religious activity: there 
are many ways of going wrong. Some people 
thoughtlessly say that everybody is going to the 
same place, even though on different roads. But 
not all roads lead to Heaven. In fact, there is only 
one way to Heaven. Jesus Christ said, “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by Me.” Salvation from sin 
and from its penalty, and entrance into Heaven 
are possible only through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lived without sin, suffered the penalty of our 
sin, and rose from the dead to open the Kingdom 
of Heaven to all believers. Are you relying on this 
way, this only Way to Heaven? He is the straight 
gate and the narrow way which leadeth unto life. 
“Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.””’ (Matthew 7:13,14). 

—The Home Evangel. 


CHRIST—THE HOPE OF GLORY 


Christological Eschatology 


The Sprunt Lectures delivered at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va. 1940. Pages 326. 
Price as advertised by Eerdmans $3.00. 


We are offering one copy of the above book to 
everyone who will send us in ten new one-year 
subscriptions to The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal at one dollar each. 
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Young Reader’s Page 


Four Wonderful Doors 
By Kathryn Danforth* 


Hello, Boys and Girls! Let’s take a look at some 
of God’s doors mentioned in His Word, the Bible. 
Doors are very ordinary and simple things, I ad- 
mit, for us to spend time thinking about. But then 
you will remember how often our Lord Jesus, in 
the stories He told, spoke of everyday common- 
place things about us—things one could see and 
understand like water and bread, and vines and 
trees, and children and sleep. Through these simple 
things Jesus explained deep spiritual truths. And 
so God speaks of doors—doors that have a mes- 
sage for you and me. 


What is a door anyway? Yes, a door is a means 
of entrance. Keep this in mind as -you read the 
verses from the Bible. 


Turn first to John 10:9. Jesus is speaking; and 
He calls Himself the door. “I am the door.” Four 
simple words. “I,’’ one letter; “‘am,’’ two letters; 
“the,” three letters; ‘“‘door,” four letters. Easy 
words, yes. (The youngest of you can understand 
them). But no more important words were ever 
given. No deeper truth is found in the Bible, none 
more important. 


When Jesus says He is the door, this is figura- 
tive language, of course. He does not mean He is 
really a door. But what is a door? To let us in. 
And Jesus says: “By me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved.” 


Who does not want to be saved from the punish- 


ment of sin! I do; and you do too, I’m sure. And 
God has made a way by which you and I can be 
saved, eternally saved, from sin’s punishment— 
which is eternal death and separation from God. 
He let His Son bear this punishment for us. And 
now the door to Heaven is open—open to “any 
man” and to any boy or girl—no matter how sin- 
ful they have been. His blood can make us clean 
and God will take us in. He wants us all to come 
to live with Him forever. That’s why He gave His 
beloved Son to die such a death. If you learn this 
truth about how to get to Heaven, you will have 
learned the most important thing in life. 


“He died that we might be forgiven; 
He died to make us good, 


That we might go at last to heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 


“There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 

He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven and take us in.” 


Now turn for the second door to Rev. 3:20. Jesus 
again is speaking—this time about a closed door 
that everyone can open. “Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock; if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.” Our dear Saviour, who 
died for you, waits outside your heart’s door, long- 
ing to come into your heart and life to be your 
personal Saviour. He gently knocks and patiently 
waits to be invited in. He will never force Himself 
through this door. 


A famous painter, Holman Hunt, has given ys 
a beautiful picture about this verse. Jesus is seen 
standing outside a closed door holding a light in 
His hand. He knocks, suggesting that He wants to 
go inside and dispel the darkness of the place, to 
bring life and light and joy. The striking thing 
about the picture is the absence of a doorknob or 
any aid to opening that door from the outside. 
in olden times, the latch had to be lifted fro 
within. Now does this not picture your heart and 
mine? I wonder if you have ever said: “Come into 
my heart, Lord Jesus.” He has said: “I will come 
in.’ Read John 1:12 and you will see that as 
many as receive Him are given the right to be- 
come the children of God. We are told also that: 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son hath not life.”” How very important it 
is that you and I open this door. 


“What a wonderful change in my life has been 
wrought 


Since Jesus came into my heart; 


I have light in my soul for which long I had 


sought 
Since Jesus came into my heart.” 


For the third door see I Cor. 10:13. This verse is 
about temptation. Are you ever tempted to do and 
say and think things that are wrong and that hurt 
Jesus? Things of which you yourself are later 
ashamed? Maybe you lose your temper at times, 
get mad and say cruel things. Or perhaps you are 
at times disobedient and disrespectful to your pa- 
rents. Are you sometimes unkind to your sisters 
and brothers or your friends? Are you ever tempt- 
ed to cheat in schoo] or to lie? Do you sometimes 
entertain impure thoughts? If you are a Christian 
boy or girl, you don’t want to do these things. But 
somehow it’s so hard to be good! Have you some- 
times felt this true? 


Once a little girl, a Christian girl, was asked 
how she could be so sweet and good. “Are you 
never tempted to be bad?” “Of course I am,” she 
replied. “Satan tries even harder to get Christians 
to do wrong, because he knows that hurts Jesus.” 
“But what do you do when Satan knocks at your 
heart’s door? Are you strong enough to meet such 
a foe?” “Oh, no!” she replied. “That isn’t how I 
overcome him. Jesus has already defeated Satan. 
Satan has no power in His presence. And since 
Jesus lives in my heart, I always ask Him to man- 


age Satan; I can’t. And so when Satan knocks, 


expecting to overcome me, I just ask Jesus to g0 
to the door. And when Satan sees Him there, he 


turns and says: ‘’Scuse me, I came to the wrong. 


door.’ ”’ 


Let’s suppose that you were to suddenly look up 
in the room just where you are, and you shou 
see a roaring lion. What would you do? Would you 
not seek a way of escape—a door? You would be 
perfectly wise in doing this. Boys and Girls, you 
have an enemy, Satan, “‘who goes about as a roat- 
ing lion seeking whom he may devour.” Many 
times, doubtless, you have been overcome by hin, 
because you have failed to see that God’s way of 
escape from such a foe is Jesus. I know, and you 
know, that at times when we are tempted theres 
hardly time to pray. But like the little girl in the 
story just call on Jesus; just utter His dear name. 
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He was named Jesus, for He came to save us from 
our sins. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; 
the righteous runneth into it and is safe.’ Prov. 
18:10. Surely this door of escape, mentioned in 
1 Cor. 10:13, is a very important one for you an 


me. 


“Take the name of Jesus with you 
As a shield from every snare; 

If temptations ’round you gather, 
Breathe that holy name in prayer.” 


And now finally for the fourth door see Rev. 3:8. 
“Behold I have set before thee an open door and 
no man can shut it.’”’ This “open door” is a door 
of service and opportunity opened to every Chris- 
tian. God does not want the service of people who 
reject His Son, but all who own Him as Saviour 
and Lord are needed of Him in His service and 
work. For each one of God’s children there is a 
place to be filled; there is a work to be done; a 
perfect plan for each life. 


Have you wondered what you ought to be when 
ou grow up? Have you wondered what place you 


| eet best fill? Of course you have thought about 


this, and rightfully so. Some may even have been 
worried about it. Well, you can be sure of one 
thing: God has a place for you. He has an open 


door for you to enter upon His plan for you. And 
God is more eager to have you enter this door than 
ever you could be. Just be sure you are willing 
for Him to show it to you and that you will trust 
Him that it is right—whatever it is—or wherever 
it may lead. You may not know all at once where 
the path may lead. This is not necessary. Just fol- 
low your Guide, step by step. 


Ask Jesus today, and every day, what He would 
have you do for Him. Be faithful in every little 
opportunity—whether it be studying lessons, help- 
ing mother or going to church and Sunday School. 
Do everything as though you were doing it for 
Him. And when He finds you faithful in little 
things, He will give you a bigger opportunity— 
lead you on through the open door. What joy you 
will find in doing something for Jesus, who did so 
much for you! 


*“O dearly, dearly has He loved! 
And we must love Him too, 

And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And try His works to do.” 


Four wonderful doors. Learn the verses. God 
meant them for you. 


*Augusta, Ga. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Let’s See It Through 
By Rev. James L. Fowle, D.D." 


Thank God for Victory and Peace! Thank God, 
too, for a new opportunity to reach the masses of 


our people with the gospel of Christ. It seemed — 


for a while that the Church would be suppressed 
as the forces of tyranny and oppression scored 
victory after victory, but it was not the will of 
God that these forces of evil should triumph. It is 
the will of God that all people everywhere shall be 
teached with blessed Truths of our Christian faith. 


The Church that has been saved from destruc- 


tion now has a new chance to fulfill its mission. 
What will we do with this God-given opportunity? 
We have the wealth; have we the consecration to 
Invest it for God in winning precious souls? God 


grant it. Many are making plans for post-war re- | 


conversion and employment, but the Church is 
praying for the conversion of sinners and the on- 
going progress of the kingdom. 


Many are planning better automobiles, radios 
and mechanical appliances, but the Church is 
working to make a better country and a God- 
fearing people. ; 


thd tmerica is the leading nation on the face of 
€ globe, but who is leading America? Where will 
erica lead the rest of the world? | | 


Now as never before we must realize the im- 


portance of evangelizing America to evangelize 


=~ 


the world. We, who live in the South amidst so 
many uprooted and dislocated people, must reach 
them with Christian teaching. 


Not as an experiment in Christian statesman- 
ship, but as a proven necessity we appeal to our 
people for their prayers and their gifts for the 
Home Mission Emergency Fund. Our General As- 
sembly has set aside October 8 through November 
4 for the presentation of this urgent appeal. The 
need continues. Let us see it through. We have 


done much with the little that has been provided 


for this emergency. 


About two hundred projects have been started 
from the gifts of the first three years to this Fund. 


Ninety-one lots for church erection have been pur- 


chased; 130 new buildings constructed; 86 workers 
have been employed. In these projects over 13,000 
are enrolled in Sunday Schools and 8,000 members 
in the Churches. There have been 1,415 profes- 
sions of faith and 2,600 additions by letter or re- 
affirmation. Fourteen new Churches have been or- 
ganized and thirteen fields brought to self-support. 


We thank God and take heart. Let this Emer- 
gency Fund be a method of expressing our grati- 
tude to God from whom all our blessings flow. 
This is a Victory Campaign for God has blessed 
His people with peace. 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Chat- 
tanooga,. Tenn. 
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Regularity In Church 


Attendance 
By Rev. Will. H. Houghton, D.D.* 


“But Thomas ... was not with them when 
Jesus came. ” (John 20:24). One night as the 
disciples waitcd behind closed doors in bewilder- 
ment, “‘came Jesus and stood in the midst.” (John 
20:19). What a glorious experience ... “but 
Thomas was not with them when Jesus came.” 
Poor Thomas! One of the greatest experiences of 
pre-Pentecostal days was not his. If others tell of 
it in the glory world, Thomas can have nothing 
to say, for “he was not with them when Jesus 
> ney His reason for being absent will not count 
then. 


That day Thomas incurred a loss of fellowship 
both with the disciples and with the Lord Jesus. 
Irregularity in church attendance means a similar 
loss. Regularity counts in the Christian life just 
as it counts in other things. I have heard a vic- 
trola playing a march in the classroom of a com- 
mercial college while a host of typing students 
practiced with a rhythmic click-click, learning the 
lesson that a steady pace is more effective than 
an irregular spurt of speed. So in God’s work. 


Because of his faithful witness, a shoe salesman 
Sunday school teacher in Boston won D. L. Moody 
to Christ. Of course, if he had known he was 
dealing with a young man who was to be a world- 
famous evangelist he would not have failed, but 
he did not know. His faithfulness was therefore 
the more glorious. 


Again, Thomas lost an opportunity for faith. 
He also missed the glory of being faith famous. 
“Except I see ... I will not believe,” he cried. 
Had he seen Jesus that day he would not now 
be called “Doubting Thomas.’”’ There is a faith 
that saves, but this must be followed by a life 
of faith. Too few Christians get beyond the vesti- 
bule of the divine life. 


Finally, he missed hearing the great commission. 
In his absence Jesus said, ‘‘As my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21). 

Did you stay home from church last Sunday? 
Perhaps a blessing awaited you there which you 
missed because “you were not there when Jesus 
came.”’ 


*President of the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 


The Bar 


Written By A Life Convict In Joliet Prison 


THE SALOON IS SOMETIMES CALLED 
A BAR — THAT’S TRUE 


A bar to heaven, a door to hell; 
Whoever named it, named it well. 
A bar to manliness and wealth; 

A door to want and broken health. 


A bar to honor, pride and fame, 

A door to grief and sin and shame. 
A bar to hope, a bar to prayer. 

A door to darkness and despair. 


A bar to honored, useful life; 
A door to brawling, senseless strife. 
A bar to all that’s true and brave; 


A door to every drunkard’s grave. 


A bar to joys that home imparts; 
A door to tears and aching hearts. 
A bar to heaven, a door to hell; 
Whoever named it, named it well. 


Evangeline Booth Of The 
Salvation Army Said: 


Drink had drained more blood, hung more crepe, 
sold more homes, plunged more people into bank. 
ruptcy, armed more villains, slain more children, 
snapped more wedding rings, defiled more inno- 
cence, blinded more eyes, twisted more limbs, de- 
throned more reason, wrecked more manhood, dis. 
honored more womanhood, broken more hearts, 
blasted more lives, driven more to suicide, and dug 
more graves than any other poisoned scourge that 
ever swept its death-dealing waves across the 
world. 

‘Wine is a mocker, and strong drink is raging; 
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” 
Prov. 20:1. 


> — 
No Honey In Wallpaper 
Flowers 
By Rev. C. Norman Bartlett, D.D.* 


There appeared sometime ago in one of our 
large metropolitan newspapers a story so far out 
of the ordinary run of events and processes of 
nature as to be utterly incredible. 


A man returning after a vacation was amazed, 
so the story goes, to find that his city apartment 
had become infested with bees. He tried to drive 
out these unwelcome guests, but to no avail; they 
seemed to be delighted with their new quarters. 
In desperation he summoned the police. The 
winged invaders paid absolutely no attention to 
the doughty officers of the law. Nor were they in 
the least intimidated by the presence of firemen 
later called to the scene. What was to be done? 
At last, however, it was discovered that the bees 
had taken the problem in hand and were solving 
it by dashing themselves to death against the walls 
of a room covered with paper that had a rich and 
elaborate floral design. The bees presumably were 
trying to obtain honey from wallpaper flowers. 


Personally, we doubt the veracity of this news 
item and regard it as a libel on the intelligence of 
bees. But there are hosts of men and women 
everywhere who are seeking the honey or happr 
ness in the wallpaper flowers of the world’s il 
lusory satisfactions and false promises of enjoy- 
ment. They wear themselves to a frazzle in the 
pursuit of worldly pleasures. When will these poor 
benighted souls learn that there is no peace or J0Y 
worth the candle to be found save in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


In Psalm 16:11 we read: “Thou wilt show me 
the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of J0Y; 
at thy right hand there are pleasures forevermore. 
In Jesus the Christian finds even in this life such 
pre-tastes of the bliss of heaven utterly beyond 
the comprehension of worldlings. 


There is no honey in wallpaper flowers! Let this 
be one of our governing principles of life. 


*The Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, II. 
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Mexican Presbytery Inspired 
By Meeting At Seminary 


On invitation of the Austin Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary, the 'Texas-Mexican Presbytery 
held its fall meeting on the campus, where all but 
two of the ordained members of the Presbytery 
had studied. Inasmuch as the Seminary was not in 


session at the time, its facilities could be devoted 


to the comfort and welfare of the members of the 
Presbytery. 


Nine ruling elders, eighteen ministers, two lay 
missionaries and a Seminary student were present, 
representing nineteen churches that are scattered 
from Fort Worth to San Benito (a distance of 
some 500 miles), and from Houston to Del Rio 
(about 875 miles). The men were housed in the 
dormitory, Sampson Hall, meals were served in 
the refectory, and the meetings were held in the 
beautiful Chapel. Some of those present had never 
before seen this lovely building, which was com- 
pleted in 1942. 


The congregation of the Austin Mexican Church, 
served by the Rev. E. A. J. Seddon, Jr., was host 
for one of the night meetings, and assisted the 
Seminary by serving tables, helping with meals 


and otherwise attending to the needs of the pres- 


byters and their families. 


The Rev. Francisco Rugerio, pastor from Bay 
City, was elected Moderator; Ruling Elder Caye- 
tano Mendez, of San Marcos, Recording Clerk, 
with the Rev. Gregorio Valenzuela, of Harlingen, 
Stated Clerk of the Presbytery. 


The Texas-Mexican Presbytery has always been 
evangelistic. For several consecutive years it led 
the Assembly in “Spiritual Birthrate,” and reports 
given at this meeting show encouraging progress 
in additions by profession, in financial strength, 
and on benevolences. Every church with a resident 
pastor now has its own manse, and the majority of 
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the fields have made strides toward self-support. 
Progress has been made in Religious Education, 
with Miss Beatriz Fernandez, formerly of the 
Presbyterian School for Mexican Girls and a stu- 
dent at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
doing field work among the churches the past sum- 
mer. This proved so successful that prospects are 
— for securing a permanent worker for the 
eld. 


The first Pioneer Camp, held in Waco for the 
churches in the northern district of the Presby- 
tery, was so profitable that it will be enlarged and 
repeated next year with recommendation that 
other districts arrange similar camps. Twenty- 
three young people represented the Presbytery at 
the Synod’s Youth Conference in Kerrville, filling 
the quota allowed by the limited enrollment. 


In August a day was set aside for prayer and a 
special offering to aid the Spanish-speaking De- 
partment of the Seminary, and many of the 
churches have sent in their contributions. Next 
year special days will also be observed for the 
two other institutions of our Church in the Latin- 
American field, the Presbyterian School for Girls 
at Taft, and Texas-Mexican Industria] Institute at 
Kingsville. 


The closing night service, held in the Seminary 
Chapel, centered around a missionary sermon by 
the Rev. C. C. Acevedo, pastor of the Mexican 
Church at Victoria, and the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper. The Sacrament was administered 
by Dr. R. F. Gribble, Professor of Old Testament 
Languages and Exegesis, who has also been Act- 
ing President since the death of the late Dr. T. W. 
Currie, and by Dr. David L. Stitt, the newly- 
elected President, who had just assumed office. 


This meeting at the Seminary forged another 
and an important link between the Spanish- and 
English-speaking phases of the work of our As- 
sembly. Through fellowship and understanding, a 
deeper interest in each other’s welfare was 
achieved, and more adaptation of the general plan 
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of the Church’s work to the Latin-American field 
was reached. The Presbytery received new impetus 
and inspiration, and the Seminary looks forward 
to improvements in the Spanish-speaking Depart- 
ment, which was created at the Seminary in Aus- 
tin in 1922, at the request of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee of Home Missions. It is still, however, with- 
out endowment and is able to carry on its tremen- 
dously important work only by a small annual 
grant from the Executive Committee of Home 
Missions and by gifts of interested individuals and 
Auxiliaries. 


Each Church represented in Presbytery sent a 
special gift to the Seminary and, according to 
their custom, an offering to help defray the ex- 
penses of the meeting. However, the Seminary 
combined these and set aside the total sum to 
open the greatly needed endowment fund for the 
Spanish-speaking Department. It is, therefore, both 
fitting and heartening that the initial endowment 
gift of $273.23 comes from the Mexican congre- 
gations. Although this sum is small, it is a seed 
and the future must see it grow. 


Synod Of Appalachia Passes 
Resolution On Movies 


The Synod of Appalachia, of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, in regular session, in 


the City of Chattanooga, Tenn., on Thursday, 


September 20, 1945, unanimously adopted the 
following, which they respectfully submit for at- 
tention and consideration: 


Inasmuch as the popularity of, and attendance 
upon, motion pictures has grown to the extent 
where they touch and influence the lives of nearly 
all children, as well as adults, and, 


Inasmuch as the moral standards and practices, — 


so portrayed, we feel should be safeguarded and 
considered in the light of the responsibility which 
their success has created, to a greater extent than 
heretofore, and, 


Inasmuch as intemperance of all kinds, by the 
subtle laws of suggestion, are easily planted in 
youthful minds, and the free use of such are com- 
mon, even among many of our so-called “first- 
run” pictures, and, 


Inasmuch as a change has recently occurred in 


the personnel of the guiding authority of the pic- 
ture industry in general, now, therefore, 


Be it resolved: That we, the Synod of Appalachia, 
hereby petition Mr. Eric Johnston, in his position 
of President of the Motion Pictures & Distribu- 
tors Association, asking that he use the power of 
his office to raise the moral] standards of the pro- 
fession, to include more of the ennobling char- 
acteristics of life, and to eliminate many that are 
harmful and suggestive in the pliable minds and 
eyes of the girls and boys of our land. 


All-China University Student 


Conference 
By Miss Nettie D. Junkin* 
“This is the Lord’s doing, it is marvelous in our 
eyes.” Psa. 118:23. 


A most impressive sight was the group of 169 
delegates from forty universities and colleges of 
China which gathered in the South Mountain 


Middle School from July 14-25. Most of these 
young men and women were from non-Christian 
institutions, for out of the forty universities rep. 
resented only nine were mission schools. They 
came from far and near. One delegate was twenty. 


one days on the way. They came with earnest: 


hearts seeking spiritual help. They got it. 


What was the background of their lives? The 
majority are separated from home—refugee stv. 
dents, in refugee schools. Many have not heard 
from their loved ones in occupied territory in a 
long, long time. As Christians on their respective 
campuses they are in the minority. In some schools 
the Christians are only one percent, and many of 
them only nominal. They need the grace and 
strength of the Lord to stand firm and witness to 
poe faith in the midst of this overwhelming ma- 
jority. 


We have little conception of the downward pull 
of school opinion and non-Christian teaching 
which the Christian students meet daily. Besides 
this, in many places there is no church, no pastor 
or full-time Christian worker to help. The students 
have formed their own Christian groups for 
prayer and Bible study, but they are asking for 
study suggestions and leadership. No wonder that 
most of them came seeking spiritual stimulus to 
such an extent that the recreation hour for games 
almost failed to exist. The students would not 
come, for they were busy with reading, prayer 
and personal work among their fellows. The sound 
of voluntary group prayer could be heard every- 
where at all hours of the day. 


What was the conference to which these stu- 
dents came? For some years it has been the 
prayer dream of Mr. Calvin Chao to hold such a 
conference. Mr. Chao is the head of the China 
Native Evangelist Crusade, and Vice-President of 
the Spiritual Training Seminary, located at 
Hwang Kuo Ya, on the south range of mountains, 
a suburb of Chungking. The Seminary President, 
Rev. Chia Yu-ming, and Dr. Martin A. Hopkins, 
of the Southern Presbyterian Mission, with Mr. 
Chao and their corps of Seminary and Crusade 
helpers, did the: planning and laid out the 
program. 


Many friends contributed to make the confer- 
ence a possibility. Large gifts from the Crusade 
supporters, and smaller ones from Chinese and 
foreign friends came in most marvelously. The 
students themselves have no cash, and so could 
not pay much toward either their cost of living or 
their travel. Then Mr. Tung Chien-chung, a Chris 
tian layman, loaned the dormitories and buildings 
of his Middle School free of charge, and even sup 
plied school servants to help with feeding the 
crowd and carrying water, no smal] item for 4 
large crowd in hot weather. And so the dream 
came true. 


What of the program offered? The program was 
full and satisfying. Early morning devotions wert 
led by Mr. Chao. It was then that decisions wert 
made for the most part. When the call was given 
for full surrender and consecration to the service 
of the Christ, almost the whole conference 10s 
and went forward. A number of students h 
come uncertain of their faith. Some of these welt 
gloriously saved. Eighteen were baptized in the 
Seminary Chapel at the end of the conference. 


In the morning there was a double rograll, 
pkins and, 


_ First a Bible Hour. was led by Mr. Ho 
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Miss Liao En-jung. These talks laid a foundation 
of Scripture for our faith, and made very clear 
and plain the way of salvation by faith in Jesus 
Christ. They were most helpful and inspiring. 


A second hour was led by a different speaker 
each day—laymen of the Church, outstanding 
Chinese Christians. Chang Ching-yu, the former 
Director General of the Bureau of Internal Reve- 
nue, spoke on the topic of “Eternal Life,’’ and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Yin gave a lovely example of 
Christian married life and working together as 


they both gave their testimonies. Mr. Yin is head 


of the Government Cloth Administration. Dr. King 
Chu, Vice-Minister of Education, took up the sub- 
ject of “Science and Christianity” in such an in- 
teresting way that the students begged and got 
another hour’s lecture from him. Dr. Mei I-ling 
spoke of his personal faith and the question of 
miracles in a most convincing way. Dr. Mei holds 
degrees from both Chinese and English and 
American universities. Mr. Ch’eng Yu-lieh, son of 
China’ss famous evangelist, Marcus Ch’eng, spoke 
of the “Life of Hope.”’ Lastly General Chang Chih 
Chung gave his testimony as a Christian soldier. 


Then in the evening Dr. Chia Yu-ming pre- 
sented deeper studies in the Christian life, abiding 
in Christ and living in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. His quiet, fatherly presence gave a bene- 
diction to each day’s close. | 


But the Christian life is not all learning, it is 
also a life of joy and song. There was much sing- 
ing at the conference. How they sang! Mr. Moses 
Yu, with his splendid voice, and Mr. Stanly Yu, 
with his accordion and trumpet, and others of the 
Crusade Band, led us in triumphant praise. On 
Friday afternoon an impromptu Sacred Concert 
was given. Would that it could have been broad- 
cast to the world. To hear a chorus of young 
Chinese Christian students singing Stainer’s “‘God 
So Loved The World,” from hearts overflowing 
with that divine love, was an experience which 
brought tears to many who heard. 


The eight days passed as if on wings. Some 
were born again into a new life. Some were deep- 
ened and helped to new zeal and strength. But out 
of the conference has come the beginning of a 
new organization which, we pray, may grow and 
expand. The Christian groups felt that they need- 
ed an organization which would bind them to- 
gether. So they have formed the Inter-Varsity 
Evangelical Christian Student Fellowship for All 
China. Thirty-one of the institutions represented 
have become a part of the Fellowship. The other 
nine may join later, but felt that they did not 
have the authority to commit the group they 
represent. 


This is the first All-China Conference of Evan- 
gelical Students. Many missionaries and Chinese 
Christians have been praying for such a group 
and organization, and now it has come true. The 
Evangelical Fellowship desires our prayer support 
most earnestly. Financial support is also needed 
for the printing of Bible study helps for the 
groups in their meetings, and for the travel and 
salary of one or two secretaries to visit and help 
the scattered Christian groups. If you wish to help 
with contributions, send them to Rev. Calvin Chao, 
eneral Secretary of the Student Fellowships, care 
of China Native Evangelistic Crusade, 502 Big- 
elow Building, Seattle, Wash., U.S.A. They will be 
sent to Mr. Chao, here in Chungking, who has 
been asked by the students to serve as their Gen- 
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eral Secretary until their organization gets on 
its feet. 3 


‘It has been a joy, these eight days, to all of us 
who were privileged to be on this mountain top. 
But the joy and new life will remain. The prayer- 
dream of many years has become concrete in this 
Inter-Varsity Evangelical Christian Student Fel- 
lowship. If you could have seen the earnest faces, 
the vivid personalities, the potential leadership, of 
these 169 student delegates, and watch them pre- 
side at each meeting and lead in prayer, your 
heart would be full of hope for the future of the 
Chinese Church. Here they are—the future leaders 
of the Church, ready to serve, with a university 
training in hand or soon to be completed. Young 
Spirit-filled life to pour into the Church. Yes: “It 
is the Lord’s doing; and it is marvelous in our 
eyes. 


*American Presbyterian Mission, Yuanling, Hu- 
nan, China. 


Note: Miss Junkin is a third-gene,;ation mis- 
sionary, having served in China for a dozen years. 
She was repatriated on the first “Gripsholm’”’ in 
1942, and returned to China in 1944. During the 
spring of 1945 she has been located at Sha Ping 
Pa, a large college and university suburb of 
Chungking, with many institutions of learning and 
thousands of students. Miss Junkin has had a rich 
and fruitful ministry at the Student Center in 
Sha Ping Pa, and so from personal experience is 
in a position to appraise such a conference. Many 
students whom she had touched were delegates to 
the conference, and Miss Junkin contributed no 
small amount to the success of this conference. 
Mr. and Mrs. Contento, of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, were present with delegates from the groups 
with which they have been working in the North- 
west, both in Chenz-tu, Szechuen, and in Chengku, 
Shensi, where they have their home. They have 
been engaged in work among college students for 
some years with marked success, and are in 
deepest sympathy with the new organization which 
was also a prayer-dream of theirs. Mr. Contento 
brought several most helpful messages to the con- 
ference; and his advice was of great help in the 
formation of the new organization. 

Martin A. Hopkins. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. Third print- 
ing. Now a 40-page booklet. Headings and sub- 
heads make material easily available for busy peo- 
ple. Keeps close to the Bible. Bible references 
cited are also quoted. 

Prices are low. $3.00 will supply 25 families; 
$10.00, 100 families. 

Order from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE 
LAWS OF EVIDENCE 


By Harry ing Oampany, by Wm. B. Eerd- 


mans Publishing mpany, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.25. 


In this interesting little volume the writer re- 
veals another facet of his gem-like mind. This, 
however, is only incidental to his making a good 
case in defense of the authenticity of the New 
Testament. 


Dr. Rimmer first points out that the methods 
of Higher Criticism, by which some have at- 
tempted to discredit the authenticity of the New 
Testament Scriptures, are not the methods used 
in a legal court. Furthermore, he adds, these meth- 
ods would not be countenanced in a legal court. 


Any conclusion arrived at by these methods would 


not be accepted as evidence; he cites a now famous 
case to prove his point. A charge based on such 
“evidence” was dismissed in the three successive 
courts in which the case was presented. ; 


We are reminded that the burden of proof is on 
the person who attacks the historicity of the New 
Testament. Since the Gospels were written by eye- 
witnesses, Only another eyewitness could refute 
such evidence or contradict such a writer. It is 
pointed out that the Scriptural documents are and 
have always been in the hands of the Church— 
where one would be expected to find them, since 
the Church is the servant of Christ—and that the 
laws of evidence used in a legal court accepts 
them as faithful copies. 


The writer also deals with the integrity of the 
witnesses who handed down to us the gospels, 
pointing out that the witnesses were chosen by 
Jesus Christ, who is honest. To impeach the wit- 
nesses is to impeach the one who chose them— 
something no one has ever done. These witnesses 
were perfectly capable of judging correctly of the 
things whereof they wrote. Both their honesty and 
ability are unquestionable. In the third chapter 
the author shows that the higher critics are un- 
just, in that they have refused to accept evidence 
which they cannot refute, and have declared un- 
true the gospel writers in whose testimony they 
find no flaw. 


This is a book through which one cannot hasten. 
It must be thought through, but will richly repay 
the one who does that. It is a book to be read 
and re-read, and turned over in the mind from 
time to time. It stirs one as well—there is a feel- 
ing of the crusader rising within as one reads—if 
he agrees with Dr. Rimmer. 


—E. McKinley Weaver. 
OUR CREED 


By J. M. Weidenschilling. Published by the Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price 35c. 


A man’s creed is “whatever he expresses as his 
personal faith.” It serves as a bond of unity for 
church members, and more than that, it can be im- 
portant in bringing unbelievers to a knowledge of 
divine truth. The purpose of this manual is to help 
members of the Church review the teachings of 


Oct. 15, 1948 


the Bible, and to enable believers to gi | 
account of their faith to others. oe le 


_The booklet is composed of thirteen chapters, 
Written with the Apostles’ Creed as an outline it 
includes such subjects as: “God, Creation (as over 
against evolution), God and Man, Jesus Chris 
and the Believer’s Blessings.” Each tenet of faith 
is thoroughly explained according to Lutheray 
doctrine. With such a treatment it is natural to 
find some differences of interpretation between 


the Lutheran and Presbyterian viewpoint. Hoy. 


ever, taking these naturally expected difference; 
into consideration, this manual is an excellent 
commentary on the universally accepted Apostley’ 
Creed. It should prove valuable to groups of 
believers who seek to understand their “creeq” 
and it should also be of definite help to the indi- 
vidual in his private study, to the family as , 
whole for home use, and to the adult new in the 
faith. —Janella Williams, 


— 
SCRIPTURE CANNOT BE BROKEN 


By Dr. Theodore Engelder. Published b . 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 South J » rare 
Avenue, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price $3.00. 


There was a time when the Christian Church 
believed in the inerrancy and full trustworthiness 
of the Scriptures. During the Eighteen Century 
rationalism opposed this conviction. Irreverent 
minds sowed doubts regarding the Scriptures’ in. 
fallibility. Finally it became popular to criticize 


the Bible and attempt to rob it of its unique 


supernatural character. The floodgates were open- 
ed and the critics entered and assumed command 
of this fortress. As a result many Christians be- 
came timid and fearful. They were afraid they 
would be labeled “eccentric”? if they protested. 
They began to compromise. This spirit of con- 
promise has had a smothering influence on the 
souls of men to this day. : 


Professor Engelder is no “yes man,” and is able 
to match swords with the mightiest of these critics. 
In this book he exposes the fallacies of the attacks 
of modernists on the full inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures. He is master of both offensive and defensive 
warfare. He can manipulate the atomic bomb when 
an occasion demands it. He stands beside Christ 
and declares to an arrogant world, afflicted with 
an epidemic of criticism, “The Scripture cannot 
be broken.” 


The author points out that the big gun used in 
assault on Verbal Inspiration is what modernists 
call the “broader context’? method of interpreta- 
tion. They denounce the conservative’s method as 
the “old atomistic method of proof texts.” Dr. 
Engelder correctly tells us that the issue is not 
the illicit use of proof texts, for in this there 3 
no quarrel. The issue is in denying the individ 
parts of the Bible, and yet claiming to accept the 
inspiration of the whole. He affirms that this 
just one way of emasculating the doctrine of i 
spiration, and in doing so they request us to per 
form an intellectual impossibility. He raises : 
question: “Can the whole differ from its parts: 
Can you make the whole, which you get by adding 


the component parts, change these parts into some 


thing else?” He stresses the point that commol 
intelligence figures that when we have learn 
what all the single proof texts teach concerning 
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doctrine—or any other subject which they treat, 
we may know what the whole Scripture teaches, 
but this view is not acceptable to the Modernists 
on this point. He gives us a fine quotation from 
Kliefoth, who wrote: ‘‘The objectors to the Verbal 
Inspiration of Holy Scripture do not manifest 
great ingenuity or mental acumen, but the very 
opposite. The critics of His Word lose their com- 
mon sense and become utterly unreasonable and 
illogical.” The author is correct in stating that 
these men certainly could not qualify as teachers 
of mathematics. For, to be consistent, if they 
taught mathematics, they would have to teach 
that the individual theorems are faulty and er- 
roneous, but the science of mathematics as a 
whole is the absolute truth. Again, the author re- 
marks: “But in theology, they think, a similar ab- 
surdity will pass. The whole Scripture is trust- 
worthy, while the component parts are faulty and 


untrustworthy.” 


The author closes this great book with a sum- 
mons to loyalty to Christ in fighting for Verbal 
Inspiration. He argues that this entails, as any 
other war, hardships and suffering, but the strength 
to bear these burdens will be supplied by Christ 
Himself. He urges us not to be disturbed because 
so many modern theologians refuse to accept this 
doctrine. Then he adds: “But as far as we are 


spiritual we enter the battle for Verbal Inspira- 


tion willingly and gladly. For we love this glor- 
ious doctrine. We owe much to it. We owe to it 
the greatest blessing of Christianity: the assur- 


BS ance of God’s grace. But for Verbal Inspiration 


God’s promises could not yield assurance and com- 
fort. We fight for it, not merely because it is one 
of the things which Christ has commanded us and 
must be observed, but because it is tied up with 
the truth and reliability of the gospel. We love 
this precious teaching. It has comforted us and 
been our stay in the day of temptation and the 
hour of affliction and we want the future genera- 
tion to be blessed by it. It is a stumbling block to 
the Jews and foolishness to the Greeks, but we 
have found it to be the power and wisdom of God 
oe the foundation of our trust in the grace of 
od,” 


The first time we come into possession of an 
il well we are going to dedicate a part of the 
revenue to the purchase of a sufficient number of 
copies of this monumental work to give to every 
minister in our Southern Presbyterian Church. 


—John R. Richardson. 
WHY I BELIEVE IN GOD 


By Cornelius Van Til, Ph.D. Published by Com- 

mittee on Christian Education, Orthodox Presby- 
trian Church, 728 Schaff Building, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. Price 10 cents. 


Dr. Van Til is a competent philosopher as well 
4 a profound theologian. There are many evi- 
dences of his philosophical and theological gifts in 
this booklet on “Why I Believe In God.” It is 
written in fascinating style and should appeal to 
any person of intelligence. It is the most interest- 
ing discussion of the Christian’s reasons for be- 
leving in God that we have examined. | 


The author sets forth the thesis that the whole 
of history and civilization would be unintelligible 
if it were not for a belief in God. He argues that 


letical technicalities are avoided 


unless God is back of everything we cannot find 
meaning in anything. He contends that if a God 
of Christianity exists the evidence for Him must 
be plain. He believes that the reason “everybody” 
does not believe in Him is because “everybody’’ is 
spiritually blind. “Everybody” wears colored 
glasses. Because of man’s blindness due to sin 
there must be an operation on the heart, and this 
operation must be performed by God Himself. 


Dr. Van Til is not afraid to face the objections 
raised against the belief in God. He meets them 
fairly and squarely. He is familiar with all of 
isa including Kant’s “The Critique Of Pure 

eason.”’ 


The author ,stresses the fact that only by our 
belief in God can we have unity in our experience. 
He writes: “Looking about me I see both order 
and disorder in every dimension of life. But I look 
at both of them in the light of the Great Orderer, 
Who is back of them.”’ Again he writes: “My unity 
is that of a child who walks with his father in the 
woods. The child is not afraid because his father 
— it all and is capable of handling every sit- 
uation.’ 


Whether one will be converted to a belief in 
God from reading this booklet is not for us to say, 
but we believe any reasonable person will find the 
writer’s arguments invulnerable. We would like to 
see more of our own theological seminary pro- 
fessors write books of this character. Such a work 
as this should be widely read and spread. 

— John R. Richardson. 


HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR PREACHING .* 


By Bob Jones, Jr. Published by FleminggH. Re- 
vell Company, New York, N. Y. Price $1. : 


The general principles of homiletics are “dis- 
cussed in this small volume of 122 pages. The 


author has in mind especially the young preacher 


and also the minister who has not had the oppor- 
tunity of a complete theological education. Homi- 
and practical 
suggestions abound. Dr. Jones holds that “only 
gifts divinely given, carefully trained, and deeply 
consecrated, combined with an earnest study of 
God’s word, and a great and burning zeal and 
compassion will make a man a great preacher. 
But it is not a man’s responsibility to be a great 
preacher. It is his duty to be the best preacher 
that he can be.” He recognizes that more im- 
portant than homiletical principles is the passion 


each preacher should have to maintain a Christ- 


honoring and soul-saving pulpit. 


His chapter on “Texts” is well done. He believes 
that the preacher who accepts the doctrine of the 
inspiration of the Scripture and believes in the 
authority of the Book will turn to the Bible for 
the basis and foundation of his message. He states 
that Voltaire once expressed the wish that preach- 
ers would abandon the practice of taking texts. 
Then he adds that some _ so-called “popular” 
preachers of our day are following his suggestion 
as well as his materialistic philosophy. He has 
little patience with a professed Christian preacher 
who meets the approval of the notorious 18th 
century atheist. 


We find the chapter entitled ‘Psychological 
Bases of Appeal” to be most praiseworthy. Here 
he stresses the point that a sermon should appeal 
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